
 

 Year 6 Teaching and Learning – Term 3  

 

Wow, what an amazing term of learning we had in Term 2! We just wanted to thank parents/carers for their support 

and assistance in making the teaching and guidance of their children a real home/school/community team effort. Now 

to get stuck into more amazing learning in Term 3. The Year 6 teachers welcome Julia Catterall to replace Andy in 6 

J/R. Julia has already taught her new grade on a number of occasions and is ready and raring to go.  

The Year 6 teaching team has planned another action-packed term.  The big-ticket item this term is the school musical, 

entitled “The Nugget of Eternal Dreams” (see dates below). Past experience tells us that the students will not only be 

involved in a drama and dance learning-journey, but also be expected to work in large/small groups, manage their 

movement and equipment between rehearsal spaces, and communicate between teams. This is essential preparation 

for the practices that they can expect at secondary school. Added to this will be stimulating maths learning, creative 

writing, a comprehensive reading program and lots more! 

Kind regards,  

Glenn, Aimee, Lorena, Sophie, Rosie and Julia. 

Important dates this term: 

Friday 26th July Blue Light Disco 

Thursday 1st August Year 3 – 6 Maths Competition 

Wednesday 7th August & Thursday 8th August Year 6 Basketball 

Friday 9th August  Athletics Carnival 

Monday 19th August District Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday 20th August  Technical Rehearsals – Both Casts at DAEC 

Wednesday 21st August Musical – Green Cast 

Thursday 22nd August Musical – Yellow Cast 

Monday 26th August  to Friday 30th August Book Week 

Friday 20th September Last day of Term 3 – 2:30pm Finish 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What we are learning this term in the classroom 

Mathematics                                                                 

In Number and Algebra, students will be consolidating and extending their conceptual understanding of fractions, 

decimals and percentages by applying the four operations (e.g. +, -, x and ÷).  

In Measurement and Geometry, students will seek to develop their understanding of mass, using the conversion 

between units for mass (eg. grams <–> kilograms, kilograms <–> tonnes) as further opportunity to consolidate their 

knowledge of multiplying and dividing by powers of ten (10, 100, 1000, etc.). 

In Statistics and Probability, students will determine all of the possible outcomes for chance experiments, and seek 

to express these as fractions, decimals, percentages and ratios. 

 

English                                                       

This term in writing, students will begin by exploring different styles of poetry, designed to consolidate and extend 

their expression through their use of precise vocabulary, and descriptive and figurative language. Our focus will then 

shift to writing engaging, well-paced and creative narratives. Our aim is to activate past learning in this genre, while 

teaching the students new skills and understandings that will enhance their story-telling. 

Early in term 3, the students will be involved in a ‘Literature Circles’ program. We will begin this learning using a shared 

class text, as students develop their knowledge of the different roles to fulfil during Literature Circles; for example, the 

Discussion Director who chairs the weekly Literature Circles meeting; the Character Captain, who explores how 

different character/s are represented in parts of the text; and the Cunning Connector, who makes connections 

between the text being read, and other texts, themselves or the world around them.  

Teachers will then identify student interest in books and genres, form groups according to these interests, and select 

texts for students to study in a group. There will be a focus on higher level thinking skills as the students study author’s 

intent, writing style, and characterisation, with the expectation that students are then able to participate in sustained 

conversations about the text they are reading. 

 

Inquiry                                                                                                                                       

After concluding last term’s unit on Australia’s colonial history, it’s time for a radical departure.  

“Lights, Camera…Let’s Dance” is a unit in which students will communicate through the media of dance, drama and 

media arts. Our inquiry unit is inspired by the students’ experiences with the build-up, preparation and performing of 

the musical, in which year six students will feature prominently! Students will extend the experience they gain from 

the musical by creating and presenting their own performance art at a showcase late in term 3 (date TBD). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What we are learning this term in specialist classes 

Music 

This term, grade 6 students will be working towards the whole school musical production “The Nugget Of Eternal 

Dreams” which will be presented at the Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre during week 6. Grade 6 students 

have quite a large part to play in the musical as they undertake the main speaking parts in each scene as well as a 

song and dance number. The students already have an understanding of what is involved in each scene and have 

indicated which scenes they would like to be involved in. There will be auditions for some of the roles early in term 3 

for students who wish to try out. The audition process can be difficult and will help students to develop confidence 

and resilience. Grade 6 students are very excited about taking on the lead roles, but if you think your child may find 

the rehearsal process and performance difficult please contact me so that we can discuss ways that we can make it a 

positive experience for them. By now you will have received notification about which cast your child is in and the 

date that they will be performing. If you are going to be away on holidays during the lead up or have prior 

commitments can you please let the office staff know? See you at the show! 

 

Physical Education 

This term is all about athletics and team sports!  The Year 6s will be practising for the track and field events that all 

students will be competing in at our annual House Athletics Day, which will be held on Friday August 9.  The focus 

will be on trying your best, team spirit, having fun and being a great ‘sport’.  The Year 6s will also be learning netball, 

basketball and AFL.  During Friday sport the Year 6s will be involved in athletics training and student led games.  We 

also have an optional extra-curricular event this term – district basketball day on the 7th August. 

 

Spanish/Discovery 

This term students will learn to describe and explain the characteristics of different places in the world. They will learn 

to locate different places in a map and the major characteristics of these places. While using a variety of resources and 

activities, they will be able to discover interesting facts about different countries and explain these in Spanish. 

To see the great work students do in class, you can check the Spanish website! 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 

 

Art 

In Term 3, students in Year 6 will illustrate a Spanish or South American recipe for an upcoming collaborative Recipes 

book. Along the way they are going to learn the Spanish vocabulary for the ingredients and steps necessary for each 

recipe. We will also continue our work illustrating a scene from a traditional folk tale using mixed media. Students 

will continue to expand their Spanish vocabulary to communicate in the Spanish/Art classroom. To find out more 

about what we are doing in the Spanish classrooms you can visit the Spanish website 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 

 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish
http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish

