
 

 

 

 

 Year 6 Teaching and Learning – Term 2 

 

After a very full and fast-paced first term, the Year 6 team warmly welcomes the Year 6’s back to settle in for Term 2. 

The Year 6 team are planned and ready for another fantastic period of learning and teaching, in a term that sees the 

beginning of an engaging inquiry unit based around Australian history. The Sexuality Education program will also be 

delivered this term.  

Important dates this term include: 

25 April  ANZAC Day public holiday 

5 May School Working Bee 

8 May Excursion to Sovereign Hill (Leaving school approx. 8am. Back to 
school approx. 430pm) 

15 May Parent/Carer Education program – Year 3 - 6 

10 June  Queen’s Birthday public holiday  

21 June Reports go home 

27 June Parent teacher interviews start at 11am – Pupil free day 

28 June Last day of term 2:30 dismissal 

TERM 3 

20-22 August 

 

School Musical 

 

 
What we are learning this term in the classroom: 

Mathematics                                                                 

In Number and Algebra, students will be extending upon their learning in multiplicative thinking from term 1 to 

develop their conceptual understanding of fractions, including comparing the value of different fractions and 

identifying equivalences between fractions, decimals and percentages. 

In Measurement and Geometry, students will seek to apply their mathematical knowledge in the area of Time (by 

creating and interpreting timetables and calculating elapsed time), Length (by converting between metric units), 

Angles (by both measuring and calculating angles) and Shape (by connecting 2D shapes with 3D objects, and through 

transformation). 



 

English                                                       

This term in writing, we will investigate the specific text and language features of information reports and poems. We 

will continue to explicitly teach grammar and spelling, with a focus on improved sentence structure. Our reading will 

continue to focus on key reading comprehension strategies each week, such as finding author’s purpose, comparing 

and contrasting, finding word meaning in context, and making inferences and drawing conclusions. Where possible 

we will continue to link our English program to our inquiry unit of ‘Australians. Who are we?’ 

Inquiry                                                                                                                                       

After concluding last term’s unit on immigration and the people that make up Australia today, we now take a step 

back and put all our learning into a longer-term context. Our inquiry unit is entitled “Australians. Who are we?” and 

will study the colonial-era history of Australia. The students will be engaged in activities that explore the pre-colonial 

history of our country, with a strong focus on the first people to live on the land and visit our shores. We will invite the 

students to investigate notable people and groups of the period, and to help them become curious about the historical 

vents, stories, challenges and successes that have shaped who we are as Australians. We are excited to announce an 

excursion to Sovereign Hill early in Term 2, which will be focussed on the areas discussed above and will grab the 

students’ interest, inspire them to inquire about our learning areas and fill their minds and memories with amazing 

experiences. (Details of this excursion to be included in a separate note). 

 

What we are learning this term in specialist classes: 

Music 

 This term in music the grade 6 students will be working on developing and extending their music literacy. We will be 

looking at the treble and bass clef stave, extending knowledge of rhythms and developing skills needed to work out 

and play simple melodic phrases. We will use tuned percussion and keyboards to work out and play 3 and 4 part 

pieces of varying complexity to try and cater for different ability levels. Towards the end of term we will commence 

work on the whole school musical production, which will be held in term 3. If you are planning a family holiday at the 

end of term 2 or the first 6 weeks of term 3 can you please let the school know ASAP so we can make arrangements. 

Physical Education 

This term the Grade 6s will be working on their fitness levels by participating in many fun fitness activities.  All 

students will be involved in cross country trials at school which is a 3km run on Tuesday 7th May. The focus will be on 

achieving personal bests and good running technique.  Students will start training in athletics in events such as shot 

put, discus, long jump, triple jump, relays, hurdles and high jump.  The Grade 6s have all joined a winter sport team 

for interschool sport.  The sports on offer were AFL, soccer, netball and newcombe.  When chosen in the weekly 

team, students will compete against other schools in our area.  If it is an away game students will need to bring $10 

to cover the cost of the bus.  Many leadership opportunities will be available to students during our weekly 

interschool sport training. Remember to always wear your Westgarth sports uniform to school on Fridays ready for 

the match in the afternoon. At the end of the term we will do another beep test to try and beat our scores from 

term 1! 

Spanish / Discovery 

Students will do hands on activities to identify the differences between reversible and irreversible changes to 

materials. They will compare observable changes to materials while doing fair tests. Through these activities students 



will be able to increase their vocabulary of everyday objects and food by translating short texts and exploring the 

differences and similarities of these texts in Spanish and English. 

To see the great work students do in class, you can check the Spanish website!  

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish  

Spanish / Art 

In term two students in grade 6 are going to explore the work of pop artist Roy Lichestein to get inspiration for our 

pop art self-portraits, as we learn how to describe ourselves in Spanish. Later on students are going to join in a virtual 

trip to explore the medieval palace of Alhambra, in South of Spain, originally constructed in 889 aC. Students will create 

an artwork inspired by the fabulous Arabic mosaics. Students will continue to expand their Spanish vocabulary to 

communicate in the Spanish/Art classroom. To find out more about what we are doing in the Spanish classrooms you 

can visit the Spanish website http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish

