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Year 5-6 
 
Reading and viewing – High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs) 
At Westgarth, we teach reading and viewing by drawing from explicit teaching strategies developed by 
Dr John Munro called the High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs). These are research 
driven and designed to assist students in making meaning from texts. The HRLTPs are:  

 

 Getting knowledge ready 

 Vocabulary 

 Reading Aloud 

 Questioning 

 Paraphrasing 

 Summarising 

 Reviewing 
 
There are a range of activities you can do to investigate summarising. But whatever activity you 
choose, the most important thing is to be explicit about the strategy that you are promoting (e.g. “Let’s 
explore this word. Understanding this word and why the author chose it will help to make us better 
readers”). 
 
Summarise based on what a character wants 
 
Think about what a character really wants. Then, think about the one, most important event that 
happened in each chapter that connects back to what the character wants. Summarise by saying the 
events in the order they happened. 

1) Use the book your child is reading at home. 
2) Look at the main character. What do they want or desire most. 
3) Think of one event per chapter that relates back to that want. 
4) Summarise by saying those events in order. 

You can help by asking questions like: What is the main event of this chapter? Rather than telling me 
everything, tell me what is the most important?  
 
Spelling – There, their and they’re 
We have taught the students to follow a flowchart which starts with asking the question “Can I use ‘they 
are’?” if yes, use ‘they’re’. 
If not, is it to do with a person? Use ‘their’. 
Or is it to do with a place? Use ‘there’. 
 
Following this refresher, write out some of these sentences using the wrong ‘their, they’re or there’ 
and see if your child can spot the mistake and correct it.  
Are we there yet? 
They’re sisters. 
Is it their turn? 
Can you put the book over there? 
They’re really nice people.  
Their clothes are colourful 
They’re parking their car over there 
They’re burying their treasure over there.  
They’re sitting over there with their friends.  
 



 
Mathematics –  Problem Solving 
 
The 100 Headed Dragon 
See if you can solve this puzzle together with your child. 
 
Once upon a time, there lived a fierce dragon, which had a hundred heads. With a stroke of his sword, 
the knight could cut off one, seven, or eleven heads, but if at least one head remained uncut, 
immediately after the sword stroke, there grew back four, one or five heads, respectively. Was the 
knight able to kill the dragon, then? What would the answer be if the dragon had initially had 99 heads? 
 
Remember: The dragon dies if after the sword stroke he has no more heads. 

 


