04 March 2020, Issue 2

This newsletter is published on our school website.

Diary Dates 2020
TERM 1
Thurs 5 Mar
Mon 9 Mar
Fri 6 & 13 Mar
Mon 16 Mar
Tues 17 Mar
Fri 20 Mar
Wed 25 Mar
Wed 25 Mar
Fri 27 Mar

Grade 6 Cricket Blast Day
Public Holiday
Interschool Sports
4pm Close of School Council Ballots
Regional Swimming
National Day Against Bullying and Violence
Hot Cross Bun Special Morning Tea
Delivery of Hot Cross Bun Orders
Last day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal)
OSHC booking from 2.30pm

TERM 2
Tues 14 April
Wed 29 April
Sat 2 May
Sat 30 May
TERM 3
Sat 22 Aug
Wed 9—Fri 11 Sept
TERM 4
Sun 18 Oct
Fri 20 Nov
Thurs 26 Nov
Thurs 10 Dec

First day of Term 2
Cross Country Trial Day
Trivia Night
Westgarth Idol
Bookswap
Year 4 Camp

2020 Term Dates
T1 29/01/20 - 27/03/20
T2 14/04/20 - 26/06/20
T3 13/07/20 - 18/09/20
T4 05/10/20 - 18/12/20

La Gran Fiesta
Westgarth Laughs
Art Show
Year 6 Graduation

Meeting Dates 2020
Education
RPWP
OSHC
Finance
Environment
Policy
Communication
Parents and Friends
School Council

2020 School Council Dates
Wed 25 March
Wed 20 May
Wed 24 June
Wed 19 Aug
Wed 16 Sept
Wed 28 Oct
Wed 25 Nov

Tues 10 March 7pm Staffroom
Wed 11 March 5.00pm Jo’s Office
Wed 11 March 2.00pm Carolyn’s Office
Tues 17 March 8.15am Jo’s Office
Thurs 19 March 8.00am Jo’s Office
TBC 8.00 am Jo’s Office
TBC
TBC
Wed 25 March 7pm Resource Room

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days.

Optional
Homework

eSmart!

Be you!

OSHC

OSHC News

Out of School Hours Care

Sport News
Kitchen Garden News
School Photos 2020 - Westgarth Primary School / Brooke Street
School photos were taken on Thursday 27 February.
To be able to view the images of your child and order photos, you will need to register online.
Go to https://order.arphotos.com.au , enter the 2020 image code for your child (from their personalized
flyer) and fill in your email and mobile details. That’s it!
You’ll be notified by email/SMS when images are ready to view and purchase.
In the webshop you can view photos and customize your photo package; Choose ANY layout, ANY image plus
purchase digital image downloads.
Even if you registered last year, you still need to register again this year to link your child’s images for the
current year with your details.

Westgarth Primary School 2

Redevelopment at Westgarth Primary
We need your help
The Westgarth Primary School buildings and facilities are in urgent need of upgrade to ensure our wonderful
teachers have the environment they need to continue to deliver the best learning opportunities for our
students.
The generosity from of the school community through fundraising initiatives such as La Gran Fiesta and
contributions to the Building Fund only goes so far. Those initiatives are not, and never will be, a substitute for
meaningful funding from the State Government.
In late 2019, the School Council reconvened the Westgarth Primary Redevelopment Group. Current members
of the group are Kellie Burns, Melanie Wheeler, Allison Cox, Matthew Bridges and Ken McAlpine. The group is
revisiting the master planning work undertaken by the school in 2016 with the view to confirming priority
projects and lobbying the State Government as part of the upcoming funding cycle.
We are aware of challenges faced by other primary schools in our area and are pleased that the Department
of Education and Training and the Victorian Schools Building Authority has seen fit to commit funds to their
building programs. The table below shows funding committed by the State Government building programs at
local primary schools over the period 2015-2020.
We think the time is right for our community’s voice to be heard.
We are keen to engage as much support from the school community as possible to let our local
representatives know how important our school is to us and to remind them of the importance of ensuring
our facilities continue to accommodate the learning needs of our students and, just as importantly, don’t leak!
We will share some ideas with you regarding our priorities and ways you can help over the coming months.
We would love to speak with anyone in the community who has any experience or insight in this area or is
otherwise willing to join or assist the working group for instance, with lobbying, writing, advocacy, community
engagement and the like.
If you are interested in getting involved, please email me at allisoncox1@gmail.com.
We will also be using the WPS redevelopment Facebook page, to communicate with the school community, so
make sure you follow us to keep up with the news. https://www.facebook.com/WPSredevelopment/
Allison Cox (School Redevelopment Working Group)
School

State
Budgets

2015-16
$

2016-17
$

Alphington Primary

2017-18
$

2018-19
$

4.5 m

Bell Primary

2m

Croxton Special School

5m

Fairfield Primary

7m

Merri Creek Primary
Northcote High

3.9 m
3m

1.5 m

Northcote Primary

3.16 m

Spensley Street Primary

880,700

Wales Street Primary
Westgarth Primary

2019-20
$

4.1 m
none

none

none

none

none

Source: Victorian School Building Authority https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/Pages/home.asx
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Dates for your Diary
Term 1:
Special Hot Cross Bun Morning Tea for
the children - Wed 25 March ($2)
Hot Cross Bun delivery - Wed 25 March
Term 3:
Bookswap - Sat 22 Aug
Walkathon - (date TBC)

Term 2:
Trivia Night - Sat 2 May
Westgarth Idol - Sat 30 May
Term 4:
La Gran Fiesta - Sun 18 Oct
Westgarth Laughs - Fri 20 Nov
Art Show - Thurs 26 Nov

EASTER FUNDRAISER: HOT CROSS BUNS
Hot Cross Buns
Back by popular demand, we have a selection of traditional, fruit free and apple and cinnamon hot cross bun 6
packs for sale. Order here: https://www.trybooking.com/BISWA These will be sent home with your eldest
child after school on Wednesday 25 March.
Special Easter Morning Tea
There will also be a Hot Cross Bun fanfare at morning tea on 25 March.
Hot cross buns will be sold to the children for $2. Children will need to have
money on the day.
Unfortunately, there are no gluten free options.
Come join the fun, packing and distributing hot cross buns and/or selling hot cross buns to the children on the
special morning tea (Wed 25 Mar). Sign up here: https://signup.com/go/crkeNqC
Thanks in advance for your help and support.
Easter Eggs
Please note, for various reasons, the Easter Egg fundraiser is no longer occurring this year. If you are
disappointed on missing out on Chocolatier eggs via the school, please visit Chocilo at 244 Waterdale Road,
North Ivanhoe.
TRIVIA NIGHT
The much loved Westgarth Trivia night will be held on Saturday 2 May. Prep Parents, this is a particularly
great opportunity for you to get to know other parents better. Tickets can be bought via Trybooking for $30
by using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BIMKV. There are tables of 10 so please be sure to put your
table name on your ticket booking. No table organised? Feel free to write “add me to a table” on the booking
and we will group you with others parents. Book your babysitter now!

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR TIME AT WPS
You are likely to be involved with the school for 7+ years, so make the most of it and get to know the
community. Join in with the volunteering across the year – find something you are passionate about or learn
something new. Meet great parents, have a good time and help contribute to our community. Some fabulous
parents who have been heavily involved across the school are moving on to high school now. We recognise
that everyone is busy, but everyone is strongly encouraged to find opportunities to help that works for them
so we can help ensure Westgarth community is one that the children love, and we are all proud of.
Parents and Friends
As you can see above we’ve got a great calendar lined up for 2020. Put the dates in your diary! Something in
particular peak your interest? Get involved. Furthermore, your ideas are always welcome.
Currently seeking someone to help with communications and another person to help provide some limited
administrative support. Contact Liz on 0439 551 404.
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LA GRAN FIESTA
So. Much. Fun. AND, the biggest fundraiser of the year! 18 October: Lock it in your diary and start thinking
about how you will be involved. Got a great idea? Contact Emma on 0413 185 350 or
emma@emmasavage.com.au. We are requesting community support by every family volunteering for 4
hours on the day to help make this a success. More details from Emma in the next newsletter.
Jammy Jams
The Jam stall is a huge success at the fete. It does require a lot of chopping so if you can, drop in for an hour
or two to help (many non-chutney makers rocked up for chop and chat on the weekend which was awesome,
thank you!)
Saturday 14 March: Chop and Chat 4pm-6pm. Location Anne Marie’s house.
Sunday 15 March: Kasoundi Cookup in the Farmhouse Kitchen. Come and chop over a cup of tea and
cake whilst your kids play. Lots of help required! 10.30am – 4pm (come when you can,
but 10.30am – 12pm is when we need the most help).

If you love getting groups together over cooking, perhaps you would like to coordinate the group?
Contact Anne-Marie on 0468 599 245.
Craft
The Craft stall sells handmade goods for La Gran fiesta coffers. These beautiful wares are all donated by
parents, grandparents and other friends. If you are crafty or have a creative flare, get in touch and tell me
about it. We’d love to hear your ideas as some of our major contributors have moved on.
Contact Lyndal at Lyndall26@gmail.com
Fete Plant Stall
If you have a stash of decorative, terracotta or hanging basket pots that are no longer of use, or plants that
you’d like moved on, please be in touch.
Pots, plants and potted plants can be dropped off directly to my house, or I can arrange collection from your
house.
If you’d like to grow some plants for the fete and need pots, please be in touch and I can leave some out /
drop some off for you.
If you want help to thin out or pot up your plants to grow on, I am happy to help out and can bring supplies.
Please contact Kellie Burns (Chloe in 5/6 Tahlia and Violet in 3 Elise) via 0413597087 or the Year 3 or 5
Facebook pages / direct messaging.
I also have a little Instagram page called @plantsofwestgarth, which you are also most welcome to follow.
WPS Super Science Club
You are invited to join the Westgarth Super Science Club!
Just click on the link below to find out fun experiments, interesting
facts as well as Super Science gatherings!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/861214847260006/
Can't wait to see you there!! Happy learning!
Thanks
Carolyn Buick
(Mum of Halle Gr2 and Sean Gr1 and Finn in kinder)
Westgarth Dads & Such Woodfired Pizza Night
When: Friday 13 March 5:30pm-7:30pm
Where: At pizza oven, near The Farmhouse (Clarke Street)
What else:
 $5 per person any profits going to bushfire relief
 Bring the kids
 Hot dogs served as well
BYO drinks for kids and adults
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WESTGARTH IDOL 2020
Another decade, another Idol! The fourteenth Westgarth Idol will be held at The Thornbury Theatre on the
evening of May 30th 2020. Save the date!
For those wanting to take part, the ‘Idol Hotline’ was opened on Monday 2nd March. Please email
idolhotline@gmail.com to register with the name of your song, the people in your act and their email
addresses. Remember, Idol can only accommodate twelve acts so get in quick! We had twelve acts by 9.01am
last year! If there are more than twelve acts registered by 12pm, then it will go to a live ballot on Facebook.
For those unfamiliar with Idol, please check out the Facebook site to see pics and videos from past years.
Tickets will be on sale in May!
Many thanks
Jonny & Caroline

2020 Entertainment Book™ / Digital Membership
Order your new Entertainment™ Digital Membership from us today and 20% of the proceeds
contribute towards our school.
The Membership is valid for 12 months from purchase - just click the link below, pay & download the App and
you’re good to go! Entertainment™ Memberships are packed with lots of up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for
local restaurants, cafe, attractions, hotel accommodation, travel and much more!
There’s great offers for activities and excursions for the school holidays or weekends, plus plenty of offers to
family friendly eateries in our area.
To view the book: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/flickbook/melbourne
To order online: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473
** Chrome Browser may be required **
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