
 
 

 

 

Principal News – May, 2021 
 

Rubbish 

We have been noticing that neighbours have been dumping their rubbish 
including tree and plant cuttings on Clarke St near the skips. While rubbish 
dumping is not new, it is on the increase, as is the quantity. We have removed 
the foliage near the front of the car park to increase visibility and I have written 
to one neighbour in Clarke St who left their name and address on the box that 
they dumped.  If you notice people dumping rubbish and feel comfortable to do 
so, please ask them not to and notify the police. We have ordered signs to put 
up in the area. The outside bins have also been removed to support the school’s 
sustainability practices and also because locals have been filling them with 
household rubbish after hours. If you have any suggestions of how to help us 
manage this problem, please come and talk to me.  
 

Reconciliation Week 2021 

The Junior School Council and school captains are leading the Reconciliation Week acknowledgements this 
year. At this stage they have or are trying to organise the following: 

 Choir will sing at assembly,  

 The school captains will teach the students how to say ‘sorry’ in Woiwurung, 

 Elder from the community to do a Welcome to Country ceremony (yet to be finalised), 

 Activities in the classrooms, 

 ‘Wear it Yellow’ Day.  This is a fundraiser being run 
by the JSC where we all wear yellow and make a 
donation. The donations will go to Children’s 
Ground. Children’s Ground is an organisation 
dedicated to ending entrenched intergenerational 
disadvantage through community, system and 
society change.  

NAPLAN – Year 3 and Year 5 Students      May 11, 12 & 13 

NAPLAN for our year 3 and 5 students will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next week.  If you 
do not wish for your child to sit the NAPLAN tests there is a form that needs to be completed and returned 
to school prior to the commencement of the testing period. If your child is unwell during the week, there 
will be time on Friday 14 for catch-up, but we are unable to extend the testing period beyond that date.  
 

WARNING re website – Omegle:‘Talk to strangers. Your friends are boring. Strangers are better’.  

It has been brought to my attention by a parent at school, that some of our students may be accessing a site 

called ‘Omegle: Talk to strangers. Your friends are boring. Strangers are better.’ It was trending on TikTok 

which is how students have initially been accessing it. Apparently some students are using it without parent 

knowledge as it doesn’t require an app downloaded to use it. They are accessing the unmonitored/over 18 

section and are therefore being exposed to adult chats with strangers. It also allows camera access and it is 

believed that some inappropriate photos have been shared with some children. We do not know how wide 

spread the use is. Given TikTok’s popularity it is possible a number of the students have had access.  You may 

wish to talk to your child about this and other dangerous websites and check the security/permissions on 

your home technology.   



Congratulations to our State swimmers 

We are incredibly proud of our relay team who represent Westgarth PS and the district at the State 
Championship last week. They came in fifth place which is an amazing outcome considering they were 
competing against students from all schools including elite private schools with training pools.  
 

SeeSaw & Mathletics/Maths seeds 

During the remote learning period last year, we used SeeSaw as our main delivery of learning content. We 
continue to use SeeSaw to share student work and to enable families to have a window into the classroom. 
I would like to encourage families to continue to access SeeSaw for this purpose.  
We also started using Mathletics for students’ year 3 – 6 and Maths seeds for Prep – 2 students, to access 
maths learning from home. These are still available for use and may be useful for students to consolidate 
their maths learning at home. If you believe your child needs to be move up a level, talk to your child’s 
teacher.   
 

Clarke St after hours 

As mentioned in the April newsletter the school grounds on Clarke St are meant to be open after hours. Over 
the holidays we had some bob cats in the yard so the gates were sometimes closed for safety reasons. We 
discovered they continued to be locked each night and made changes to ensure they were left open for 
public access.   

Gardens on Clarke St 

Last year WPS was 
successful in obtaining a 
biodiversity grant through 
the Darebin Council. The 
initial phase of these works 
was completed in the 
forest area, behind and the 
side way between the WEB 
and the bike shed over the 
school holidays. The 
planting of indigenous plants started last week as part of the garden component of the Kitchen/Garden 
program. A small group of year 4 gardeners were excited by the discovery of a buried horse shoe. We have 
guessed this ‘ancient relic’ has to be over 105 years old as the original school building stood in that space 
and was being built about 100 years ago.  
 

Thanks to Haydn Barling Landscapes for the lovely work.  
 

Victorian High-Ability Program 

The Victorian High-Ability Program (VHAP) is an initiative that is providing high-ability students in Years 5 to 
8 at government schools the opportunity to participate in a 10-week online extension and enrichment 
programs, in English and mathematics.  This virtual program, delivered by Virtual School Victoria, focuses on 
extending and developing students' mathematic and English abilities. 
The Department is centrally managing the selection process for the program based on student academic 
performance and as they are referencing achievement data, students will not be able to participate on 
parent request.  Each term there is a new cohort of students selected to participate.  Parents and carers of 
students selected for the program will be provided with more information about the program by Ben 
Cunningham, our Leading Teacher. 
We are fortunate that we will be participating in this initiative until Term 4, 2022. 
 

Jo Wheeler 
Principal  


