
 
 

 

 

Principal News – July, 2021 
 

Staff changes 

It seems that the warmer climate is not only enticing some of our families to make sea/tree changes, we 
have also had two staff decide to move north.  Hannah Saunders-Pederson has been successful in securing 
her dream job, to teach in a remote school in Kakadu. She heads into quarantine next week before starting 
in her new position in August.  While Hannah has only been here for 18 months, the students, families and 
staff who have worked with her will know what a loss she is to Westgarth PS.  We hope she loves her new 
role and that she may return to Westgarth in the future. We welcome Kim Brisbane who will be teaching 
year 1/2 H for the rest of the year.  Kim comes to the role with a wealth of experience and has been working 
as a Casual Relief Teacher (CRT) for the past two and a half years. I am sure everyone will make her feel 
welcome.  
Likewise, Hannah Thornell, has also secured her dream role teaching in the Northern Territory. She is heading 
to Darwin with her partner to teach in a secondary school.  Hannah has worked closely with students in her 
integration role as well as being a valuable member of our tutoring team, working with the year one students 
in Mini-Lit.  She will be greatly missed.  Hannah will be replaced by Meg who is returning after a period of 
leave.  We welcome Meg back into the fold.  
Mike Pickard, our Out-of-School-Hours-Care coordinator informed us in the last week of term 2, that he was 
moving into the private sector. We have just completed the selection process for his replacement and are 
pleased to announce that experienced OSHC coordinator, Ben Mason, will be a wonderful addition to our 
staff.  We are looking forward to Ben starting in his new role on 28th July.   
 

Olympic Themed Walk-a-thon July 23 
 

We are running an Olympic themed Walk-a-thon for our first fundraiser for 2021 on Friday 23 July. Former 
Australian Olympic walker and Westgarth parent, Chris Erikson, will start us off.  Students are encouraged 
to wear their house colours and we will tally which house team wins the lap count and money count.  
Sponsorship forms were sent home prior to the holidays.  If you require another one, please collect it from 
the office.  The class teachers have a list of the house team your child is in.  The same groups will operate for 
the musical so it is important your child becomes familiar with their team. 
 

Covid Update 
 

The guidelines for Covid safe practices change all the time. We will endeavour to keep you updated on their 

impact on the running of the school.  OSHC now have a QR kiosk/sign in for parents and visitors, however 

we will continue to use the Compass and general QR code in the office. I would like to remind parents that 

they need to continue to wear a mask onsite when indoors or when a 1.5m distance cannot be maintained. 

While I do not want to stop people interacting, I encourage families not to play or stand around talking in 

the school grounds for extended periods.  We are currently able to run our assemblies on Monday mornings, 

so families are welcome to attend these (wearing a mask). Children with persistent mild symptoms such as 

a runny nose or cough, may return to school following a negative COVID-19 test even if they are not 

completely free of symptoms. They will need a medical certificate from their GP to confirm they are 

otherwise well or have recovered from their acute illness. Any worsening of symptoms will require review 

and repeat COVID-19 testing, if considered appropriate by the doctor. Students with a negative COVID-19 

test whose symptoms have completely resolved do not need a medical certificate to return to the school. 

Please remind your children about practising good personal hygiene practices and regular hand washing 



and/or hand sanitizing.  The school provides hand sanitiser in every classroom. Sharing food including 

birthday treats is not permitted.  

 

Winter Warmer Trivia Night Saturday 31 July  
 

Parents and Friends will be running a Winter Warmer Trivia Night on Saturday 31st July in the gym on Clarke 
St from 7.30pm. Tickets cost $30 (plus booking fee).  Please see the information to be sent out via Compass. 
 

Community support required – Rubbish dumping and misuse of school grounds after hours 

It has been very disappointing since re-opening the school grounds that people in the broader community 
are misusing our school grounds. Damage to school property is both costly and inconvenient. Over a period 
of many months we have had ongoing issues with people dumping rubbish. This has included recycling waste 
as well as plant off cuts, broken or unwanted furniture or household items, bags of old clothes and currently 
a roll of mouldy carpet.  We need community support in addressing these ongoing issues. If you know who 
is dumping the rubbish, can you please report them to the school office. If you see people damaging or 
misusing the school facilities, please call the police. The school pays for the removal of waste and we cannot 
afford to be supporting the waste charges of the neighbourhood. Unfortunately, this is one of the downsides 
of opening the grounds after hours. We do not want to stop the community who respectfully use the 
facilities, but we may have to if this misuse continues. 
  

Musical August 17 - 19 
 

The biannual whole school musical is happening this term. Current covid restrictions will dictate how this is 

shared with parents.  If we are unable to have a full audience, we will record the students performing at the 

Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre so they have a theatre experience, and it can still be shared with 

parents.  If, however we are back in remote learning, the musical will not be able to be rehearsed or 

performed.   If your child/ren will not be available due to planned holidays, please let the school know as 

soon as possible, because it impacts our casting. All students will attend the theatre on Tuesday 17 for 

technical rehearsals. Please note that Walker and Urquhart will perform on Wednesday 18 and Rucker and 

Gerrard on Thursday 19.  There are two planned performances on both days at 11am and 7pm.  Students 

are required to perform at both on their designated days and will not require a ticket.  Information regarding 

ticket purchase will be sent home via COMPASS closer to the musical date. 

Australian Maths Competition (as sent via Compass in June) 
 

We are excited to announce that, in Term 3, we will be offering the opportunity for year 3-6 students to 
participate in the Australian Maths Competition (AMC). The AMC is an engaging 30-problem competition 
that demonstrates the importance and relevance of mathematics in students’ everyday lives. The AMC is 
run by teachers in schools and our students will complete their competition entries online at school in 
either the Middle Primary Division (years 3–4) or Upper Primary Division (years 5–6). 
Students will compete in the competition on one of the competition dates (Wednesday 4th August – Friday 
6th August). However, in the lead up to the competition, students will also have the opportunity to 
participate in three (non-compulsory) problem solving practice sessions. These practice sessions will be 
held during lunchtime on Tuesdays in weeks 2, 3 and 4 of Term 3 (i.e., July 20 & 27 and August 3). During 
these sessions students will learn about problem solving strategies and will practice solving problems 
similar to those they will work on in the competition. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for students to enjoy working on some interesting problem solving tasks 
and to challenge themselves in a nation-wide competition. We encourage all students, especially those 
with a keen interest and enthusiasm for Mathematics, to consider registering for this competition. 
For your child to participate, you must register and pay the entry fee of $6.50 (plus booking fee) by Friday 
23rd July (if your family requires financial support to meet this cost, please contact Carolyn Shiels). 
Registration and payment is via Compass Tix at the link: https://compasstix.com/e/kujhr4mnar 
 
 

https://compasstix.com/e/kujhr4mnar


Intra-school Athletics Day 

During the last week of term 2 our year 4-6 students experienced a wonderful intra-school athletics day at 
the Collingwood Harriers track which was supported by parent volunteers. Our House Captains developed 
house chants and banners to lead their teams. All students were free to compete in every event at their age 
level. The school athletics team will be selected from the times achieved by students on the day. I would like 
to acknowledge the work and organisation that Rushe one of our PE staff provided to make this such a 
successful event. 
 

Annual Report to the School Community 

The Westgarth Primary School 2020 annual report is available on the school website 
https://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/annual_report_to_community_2020.pdf   
Due to the recent lockdown the Annual General Meeting needed to be cancelled.  As 2020 was a year like 
no other and the NAPLAN was cancelled for the year, there is less available data to make comparisons  

 

Prep Enrolments 2022 

If you have a pre-school student who is due to start school next year, i.e. children who turn five before 30 
April  2022, or you know of a neighbour with a pre-school child, please complete an enrolment form as soon 
as possible. All enrolment information can be found on the school’s website or you can collect a hard copy 
of the enrolment form from the office. 
https://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/169/Enrolment-Prep---Year-6-  
 
 
Jo Wheeler, Principal  
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