
 
 

 

 

Principal News – February 2021 

 

Welcome Back 
 

Welcome back for another fantastic year at Westgarth Primary School.  We hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas and holiday period and are ready to settle into the new school year.  We are very hopeful for a 
‘normal’ school year and hope that we can all get used to the new Covid way of being.  Parents are allowed 
onsite but under government regulations, if you are staying for longer than 15 minutes, you are required to 
record your presence on the Compass Kiosk located at the Brooke St office or near the central double doors 
in the WEB.  
We welcome our 76 new prep students and their families and nine new or returning students and their 
families who have joined our school at different year levels. Due to the restrictions last year the new preps 
did not have a full transition so this year they had a staggered start with coming in half class groups for the 
first four days.  All the preps came as a full group tomorrow.  We have learnt from this change of practice 
and the elements we have found that have worked better will be incorporated into our future transitions.  
All students have settled back into the school routine well and we trust you will all have a great year and feel 
welcomed by our lovely Westgarth Primary Community.   
We will be having our Welcome Picnic on Friday 19 February from 6 – 8pm on the front oval on the Clarke 
St site.  This is for all families in the school to come to reunite or meet each other and to celebrate the start 
of the new school year.  This year’s welcome picnic is BYO everything (rugs/chairs, dinner and drinks). 
 

I would also like to welcome our new and returning staff, who have joined our committed team to provide 
a quality education for your children.  New this year are Cassandra Dennis in Prep, Hannah Knocker and Liv 
Stahlavsky to Year 3, Zoe Billing and Rosy Costa to Year 5, Angela Smith to Spanish and Vanessa Gerner to 
Integration.  Returning from a secondment to the Curriculum division of DET is Learning Specialist Gaye Wilde 
in year 1 and from family leave Pilar Caivano in Spanish and PE.  While most of our other staff have returned 
there have been a few changes to the year levels they are teaching.   
 

Parent Information sessions 
  

 Years P – 2 Tuesday 16 February 6 - 7pm 

 Years 3 – 6 Wednesday 17 February 6 - 7pm 
Each year we run an information session to inform parents about the classroom organisation for the year, 
some minor insights into the teaching and learning program and to answer general questions parents may 
have.  This year the sessions will be run over two nights both starting at 6.00pm (until approx. 7pm). The 
Brooke St session for years P -2 will be on Tuesday 16 and the Clarke St session for years 3 – 6 will be on 
Wednesday the 17 February.  Details about session locations will be sent out via Compass newsfeed closer 
to the date. 
 

Yard Supervision Before and After School 

The school provides staff supervision for students from 8.45am each morning and until 3.45pm each afternoon.  
Students who arrive at school prior to 8.45am are required to be in Before School Care (OSHC) or supervised by a 
parent.  Students who require supervision after 3.45pm must be booked into After School Care (OSHC).  Please help 
us to keep your child safe by adhering to this.  If there are issues specific to your family that you need school support 
with, please contact assistant principal, Carolyn Shiels.  
 
 



School Council Elections 2021 

School Council assists with the governance of the school. The Westgarth School Council has 15 members including 
eight parents, four staff, the principal as executive officer and two co-opted members, traditionally from our 
community and a Parents and Friends representative. Each year half of the council complete their 2-year term 
and vacancies arise. We have four parents retiring from council this year so if you would like to be involved please 
collect a nomination form from the office or request a copy of the form to be emailed to you by contacting the 
office 9481 5577. The schedule for the process is below. We will host an information session in the staffroom 
straight after assembly (approx. 9.30am) on Monday 15th and a repeat on Tuesday 16th February at 5.30pm for 
those wanting more information or alternatively you can call the school and talk to Jo. Information about school 
council can also be found via this link https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-
elections/policy?Redirect=1  

 
 School Council Election Process and Timetable 2021 

  

  EVENT DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations  Monday 15 February 2021 

b) Closing date for nominations  Monday 22  February 2021 

c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators 
will be posted 

 Tuesday 23 February 2021 

  

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed if election is required 

 Monday 1 March 2021 

  

e) Close of ballot  4.00pm Monday 15 March 2021 

f) Vote count  Monday 15  March 2021 

g) Declaration of poll  Tuesday 16  March 2021 

h) Special council meeting to co-opt Community 
members (the principal will preside) 

 Wednesday 31 March 2021 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers (the 
principal will preside) 

 Wednesday 31 March 2021 

 
 

Ambulance Cover 

We strongly recommend that all families take out ambulance cover.  Though serious injuries are rare, we 
have a policy of calling for an ambulance when in doubt about a student’s health.  We will usually ring an 
ambulance first and then attempt to contact a family member, and we have found that in many cases it is 
safer for both the parent and the child to be transported in an ambulance.  It can be a distressing time for 
parents when their child is injured and is often not the best time to be worrying about how to get to the 
hospital or doctor. Families are liable for any ambulance costs.  Last year a call out to the school, which didn’t 
even result in a trip to the hospital, cost a family in excess of $500.  
 

Sun smart 

We would like to remind all students that they are required to wear a sun smart hat and clothing until the 
end of April.  Caps do not provide adequate sun protection so please make sure your child wears a broad -
brimmed or legionnaire style hat.  It is also recommended that students apply sunscreen to protect their 
skin. Singlet and tops with narrow straps are not suitable to wear at school. Hats are available for purchase 
at the office. The school does supply sunscreen but students are welcome and encouraged to bring their 
own.   

Working with Children Check 

Parents/carers who wish to volunteer at Westgarth Primary School are required to have a current WWCC. 
Volunteering with reading in class, going on an excursion or helping out with sporting events or 
kitchen/garden will require a current WWCC.  Once you have applied for your new card at 
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au you will need to bring your receipt to the school office to register.   
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-elections/policy?Redirect=1
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-elections/policy?Redirect=1


School Payments 

You will have received a paper copy form with school charges on Monday, which outlines the payments for 
2021.  Details about how to make the payment are included in the note. A copy was also posted on 
Compass if the note did not make it home. School’s preferred method of payment is via the Compass 
parent portal. Payment is due by 28/02/2021.  
Families can opt to access the half yearly payment plan via their Compass portal or can contact the school 
to set up a more individualised payment plan within Compass. 
Payable dates for payment plans will be charged on: 
03/03/2021 - 50%  
14/07/2021 - 50% 
All curriculum based excursions/in-house activities/wellbeing & swimming payments, are charged as the 
activity occurs throughout the year thus enabling 2020 families to access any credit on their account. If you 
prefer to have your credit allocated to school fees rather than excursions please contact the school office.  
If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please call to speak with Carolyn Shiels (Assistant Principal) or 
Jessica Williams (Business Manager) on 9481 5577 or email westgarth.ps@education.vic.gov.au (reference 
Parent Payments) to discuss possible support options and payment arrangements.  
 

Asthma policy/practices 

Parents of students who have asthma are reminded that they need to provide medication and an asthma 
management plan for their child. Each classroom has a first aid kit housed near the external door, which has 
a school supplied inhaler and spacer and used in emergency situations. While children will use their own 
medication when having an asthma attack, an emergency supply will be at close hand so no time is wasted 
locating medication in an emergency. Teachers also have an asthma medication notification pad to let 
parents know if their child has required medication during the day. While many students, particularly the 
older ones, manage their own medication, please encourage your child to let their teacher know when they 
need their medication and/or if they had some during a break time, so that it can be monitored and they can 
be assisted by an adult. Our Asthma Policy is on our school website at 
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/asthma_policy.pdf. If you have any concerns please do 
not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher or a member of the school’s leadership team. See page 14 for 
details about Asthma management plans. 
 

Anaphylaxis Management 

Potential allergic reactions to nuts, nut products, seeds & other food products  
As you may be aware for some children, even a minor exposure to nuts or foods containing nut products or 
seeds can set off a severe allergy, which may cause loss of breathing.  
The parents of children who may have a severe reaction would like you to help us make the school 
environment as safe as possible by exercising caution when packing school snacks and lunches. Whilst 
students with severe allergies can learn to manage and control what they eat there is no real way of 
protecting themselves from nut traces that may be present in the environment such as on clothing, furniture, 
drink taps and of course on other people’s hands.  

 Please avoid preparing school lunches with products that contain nuts, nut spreads, sesame products 
or chocolate that may contain nuts (e.g. Peanut Butter, Nutella and Tahini)  

 If sending party food to school please avoid using recipes that require nut products (e.g. almond 
meal)  

 As part of our Policy we do not encourage students to share food. All students will be encouraged to 
wash hands before and after eating.  

 Please avoid packing any whole nuts as part of lunches for children under eight as they may get 
caught in small children’s airways presenting as a choking hazard.  

 
This year we have students who have anaphylaxis in Prep Kenji, 1 Yolanda/Josie, 1 Gaye/Kathy, 1/2 Hannah, 
2 Mark and 3 Siobhan. 
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Say ‘hello’ to our new and returning staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Cassandra Dennis – Prep          Gaye Wilde – Year 1 &   Vanessa Gerner - Integration 
      Literacy Learning Specialist 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Knocker     &    Liv Stahlavsky – Year 3            Zoe Billing     &     Rosy Costa – Year 5 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Pilar Caivano      &      Angela Smith – Spanish  
                 (Pilar is also teaching PE one day/week) 
 

 

 
Jo Wheeler 
Principal 
 

 


