
 
 

 

 

Principal News – April, 2021 
 

Curriculum Day – Monday 19 April (Berry Street Education Model) 

The school staff, teachers and education support staff, are beginning our training in the Berry Street 
Education Model (BSEM).  This is a whole of school approach which incorporates positive education, well-
being practices and trauma-informed teaching.  It provides teachers with 
strategies for teaching and learning that enables them to increase 
engagement of students with complex, unmet learning needs and to 
successfully improve all students’ self-regulation, relationships, wellbeing, 
growth and academic achievement.  This training will extend over the next 
two years and will bring together the work we have been doing over the 
past 4 years.  
As this is being run on the first day of term two, we will be offering Curriculum Care throught the OSHC 
program.  Please enrol for this program now to ensure a place for that day. Please book via My Family 
Lounge. Go to https://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/306 for information on My Family Lounge. 
 

Swimming Program 

As you are probably aware, we were taken by surprise almost on the eve of the swimming program, that the 
Northcote Aquatic Centre cancelled our program due to their inability to staff it.  I raised this concern with 
Darebin Councillor Tom Hannan, who actioned our complaint.  The director of the centre acknowledged the 
inadequacy of the communication and timeline of the notification to the school and neither the council nor 
the Aquatic Centre were able to resolve the problem. Carolyn has successfully negotiated with the Ivanhoe 
pool for an alternative program so we will be able to run a program for all classes at different times across 
the year.  The year 1, 2, 3 and 4 students will have their swimming program in the term 2 and the year 5, 6 
and prep classes in term 4.  We will let you know the excat details of the programs closer to their 
commencement time. These dates will also be provided in team newsletters. It was mentioned on the ABC 
news that there is a shortage of swim teachers at the moment and they have a call out for a few thousand 
jobs in this area.   
 

Compass Tix 

We have started to utilize our CompassTix program more this year, for school events and fundraising activities. This 

program is free to the school to use, however there are transaction fees involved for families. Previously the school 

has worn these costs, which ultimately reduces our fundraising totals.  

The positives of using CompassTix are:  

 saving in administration time and costs - no printing and collating events on paper, no completing manual 

EFTPOS transactions or cash handling;   

 it’s user friendly platform from both an administration and user perspective. It is easy to set up events and 

offers convenience and ease of ordering (not to mention having to find a note at the bottom of a school bag). 

 Detailed reporting is available for both administration and Parents & Friends and quick disbursement of funds 

straight into the school’s bank account. 

We very much appreciate your support when using CompassTix and acknowledge your additional contribution to our 

fundraising efforts.  

 
 
 

https://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/306


Clarke St after hours 

We have reopened the gates to the Clarke St site after-hours to enable public access.  These were closed 
during the peak of COVID under the direction of DET.  We would like to encourage you to report any issues 
to the police if you notice the school grounds are being misused. 
 

Holiday Works 

Last year WPS was successful in obtaining a biodiversity grant. The initial phase of these works will begin in 

the forest area, Clarke Street end during the holiday break with machinery working soil and mulch and 

placing logs in position. Further planting of indigenous plant will then take place.  

Additionally, there will be tradespeople on both sites working on replacing the decking and stairs to the year 

three portables and the stairs leading to the year 2 portable. 
 

Sustainability Practices at Westgarth 

Teachers Madeline, Angela and Yuki are working with our Environment Captains and have been developing 
some exciting plans for the sustainability practices in the school.  One area of focus is rubbish reduction and 
we are hoping to reduce the general waste bins across the school.  We will obviously 
need the support of all families in reducing the waste sent to school in student 
lunchboxes. You can start the discussions with your children about this now in 
preparation for these changes.  We will keep you updated with our plans.  If anyone 
has any expertise or knowledge about soft plastic recycling, we would love to hear 
from you.   
 

Sticks in the school 

We know that there are many great reasons for students to use natural materials in their play.  While we 
encourage and support students to use natural resources in their play unfortunately from time-to-time we 
need to remove them from the yard due to unsafe use.  We have removed the sticks from the Clarke St site 
for the time being for this reason.   
 

Regional Swimming 

Congratulations to our Westgarth PS swim team.  Of the 26 students who attended the district competition, 
16 Westgarth students succeeded to represent the district at the Region Competition.  These students from 
year 4 – 6 represented the school brilliantly and we are very proud of their efforts.  Pippa, Milena, Caitlin, 
Lotti, Stan, Marcus, Charlie, Aiden, John, Ryan, Gemma, Amelia, Jemima, Leo, Claudia and Celeste. Our relay 
team made it to the state competition on Monday 26 April we wish them luck for the race. 
 

National Day against Bullying and Violence  

On Friday 19 March we recognised the National Day against Bullying and Violence. Each class 
made a poster with an anti-bullying slogan which was displayed around the school.  Classes 
completed a number of activities from our Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
program. Students from years 1 – 6 were given a card with information about how to seek 
help if they are feeling bullied.  At Westgarth PS, we say “Bullying - No Way!” We are 

currently negotiating with the Northcote Police Education Officer to visit the school to talk to students and 
parents about cyber safety/bullying as part of our eSmart program. More information will be provided once 
we have details finalised. 
 

Westgarth PS is a member of the Safe School Coalition 

Did you know that Westgarth Primary School is a Safe School?  We joined the 
Safe School Coalition in 2017 so we could help to foster a safe environment that 
is supportive and inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and 
queer students.   
Creating this environment is key to tackling bullying, discrimination and 
harassment at school, particularly arising from homophobia and transphobia.  Safe and inclusive schools 
benefit all students and are critical to students achieving their full potential. Students who don’t feel safe or 



included at school cannot learn effectively. Safe schools does not have a curriculum and the students are not 
taught any specific skills or knowledge under this umbrella program.  It is about creating an 
environment of acceptance of diversity and a safe and inclusive environment for all of our students.   
For further information about safe schools see the DET website www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools.  
  

Student Leaders 

We endeavour to provide leadership opportunities for all of our students and we also provide more formal 
roles for the students in year 6 and the Junior School Council for years 3 – 6. Thanks to all of the students 
who put themselves forward for these roles.  Your commitment and contribution to the school is appreciated 
and valued and we hope you take advantage of the many opportunities offered to you this year.  We would 
like to congratulate the following students for their contributions through their various roles. Our student 
leaders are: School Captains - Ben M, Georgia B, Frances M, Jonah F, Frank HC. Library Captains - Jake A, 
Harry C, Anita F, Audrey R, Spencer H, Archie H, Daniel M. Art Captains - Zoe R Alice P Shilo V, Zihe P, Mary 
M, Edward B, Isaac B, Ruby M, Chris P, Chloe M, Annika P, Mieka L. Environment Captains - Amelie T, Tristan 
J, Kaitlyn B, Remy W, Nina W. House Captains:  Rucker - Sadie H, Clancy S, John S, Thomas S. Gerrard - Amelia 
C, Benjamin P, Kipp E, Lyra W. Walker - Willow P, Amelia B, Noah H, Ryan M.  
Urquhart - Jemima H, Nicholas D, Clive TB, Charlotte H. Junior School Council: Year 3 - Madeleine L, Mike S  
Year 4 - Adele L, Herbie C. Year 5 - Stanley M, Sylvie D. Year 6 - Alec P, Edan F. We wish them luck in their 
roles and hope they learn from their experiences as leaders within our school.  
 

Reaching for the Stars 

For the past 5 years, we have offered our year 4 – 6 students the opportunity to participate in the Reaching 
for the Stars enrichment program. This is an after school extra-curricular extension and enrichment program 
that is run by teachers outside of their normal teaching load. Unfortunately this year, coming out of the 
COVID lockdowns and the fact we have a number of new initiatives being implemented we cannot staff this 
program for term two.  We will reassess this during the term to see if we are able to offer a program in term 
three.  
safe schools see the DET website www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools.  
  

Welcome Picnic  

It was lovely to be able to come together to enjoy each other’s company after what seems like an enormous 
amount of time apart.  The weather was perfect and we are glad that many of you were able to come.  A 
huge thanks to everyone for helping manage the waste by taking it home with them.   
 

Birthday party invites & birthday recognition at school 

Invites for birthday parties are nice to receive, but children can’t receive an invite to every party and it can 
hurt to miss out. If this happens to your child it is important to validate their feelings by listening to them 
and helping them to move on from the hurt. Disappointment is required to build resilience. That being said, 
it is also important that if you are hosting a birthday party for your child, you need to be mindful about the 
distribution of the invitations and the potential hurt that may come for those not invited.  As exciting as it is 
for a student be having a party, it is important they show some constraint and discretion when giving the 
invitations to their friends.   
Another aspect of birthday celebrations to consider is the bringing of food treats to share.  While at this 
stage we do not have a blanket ban on sharing of birthday treat, we ask you to think about the necessity of 
bringing treats to school.  We have a number of students with food allergies and beliefs that exclude them 
from partaking, so we would urge you to consider saving the treats for your own family and the teachers 
within the class can celebrate birthdays with a song and recognition of your child’s special day.  In the past, 
the birthday child has brought a special book to school to share with their classmates.   
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