
 
 

 

 

Principal News – March 3, 2021 
 

Welcome Picnic – Friday 12 March 

The school’s Welcome Picnic was postponed due to the snap lockdown and the increased restrictions. Now that the 
restrictions have lifted somewhat, we have planned to host the picnic on Friday 12 March on the front oval on Clarke 
St from 6 – 8pm.  This event is BYO everything. Under our sustainability practices we ask you to take home all your 
picnic waste as well so that appropriate waste management, recycling and composting occurs.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

 

School Council Elections 

I would like to thank the parents and staff who have nominated to join school council for 2021.  Mark Dinning, 
Melanie Wheeler, Kellie Burns, Jess Williams, Michelle O’Connell and Kate Bassano have joined Batya Atlas, Jacob 
Spencer, Trisha Brice, Adrienne Biscontin, Alev Bassilios, Carolyn Shiels, Ben Cunningham and Megan Robertson for 
the next two years.  I would like to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of the retiring members of the 
school council and thank them for their contribution, governance and support over the past two or more years – 
Allison Cox, Dave Symons, Leanne McGaw, Michelle Wrench and Glenn Richards.  
 

School council also runs a number of sub-committees and at times working parties that all members of the school 
community are welcome to join. Subcommittees assist Council in all the work that needs to be done. They report 
regularly at School Council meetings, provide advice and make recommendations to Council, which has the 
responsibility for decisions.  Working parties are established by School Council to oversee the implementation of short 
term tasks or carry out responsibilities in accordance with the Strategic Plan or other School Council initiatives. 
Working parties are given a set of responsibilities and a timeline for completing its work and should operate and report 
to School Council in the same way as a subcommittee would.  
 

Our school council’s sub-committees and working party include: 
 

Finance subcommittee 

 To oversee the school finances 

 To oversee fundraising in the school  

 To oversee the OSHC budget 

 To oversee the Buildings Fund 

 To participate in the setting of the program budget; establishing and setting priorities 

 Checking the monthly accounts before the School Council meeting. 
 

Education subcommittee 

 To assist the Principal and staff in developing programs within the school 

 Provide advice to the Policy subcommittee in the area of curriculum- related policies. 
 

Environment subcommittee 

 Ensure that the buildings and grounds are clean, safe and in a sound condition 

 Develop plans for improving facilities to meet the needs of the students 

 Plan a long-term maintenance and development strategy 

 Organise working bees 

 Provide advice to the Policy subcommittee in the area of environment and facilities-related policies. 
 

Policy subcommittee  

 Maintains a schedule of policies for review 

 Takes/refers policies to other subcommittees or management for input where another subcommittee or 
management hold expertise or decision making authority 

 Updates policies and submits to School Council for approval. 



Out-of-School-Hours-Care subcommittee 

 To support the operation of the OSHC programs 

 To ensure OSHC complies with all applicable policies and legislation 

 To recommend the approval of equipment purchase and employment of staff 

 To oversee the program budget. 
 

Redevelopment working party  
The terms of reference for this working party are: 

 Develop documentation to present the WPS case for acquiring funding for school infrastructure works 

 Discovery Phase – meet with local member to discuss the process for seeking funding 

 Lobby various groups to seek the required funding 
 

The next meeting dates, times and locations for each are: 
Education - 7pm Tuesday March 23, Resource room, Brooke St 
Out-of-School-Hours-Care -2pm Wednesday March 24, Carolyn’s office, Brooke St 
Finance – 10am Tuesday March 23, WebEx 
Environment – 8am Thursday March 25, Jo’s office, Brooke St 
Policy – TBC (contact the office if you would like to be added to the distribution list) 
WPS Redevelopment working party – TBC (Zoom) 
Please refer to newsletter diary dates each month, for future dates for these meetings. 
 
If you would like to be included on the distribution list of any of these sub-committees or working parties, please 
email the office so your email details can be forwarded to the convenor.  
To register your interest in any of the above listed working parties, committees and/or sub committees, email the 

school at: westgarth.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 

Other ways to get involved:  
We invite parents and carers to be involved at Westgarth Primary School in a variety of ways such as helping out in 
the classroom, volunteering in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program, Parents and Friends Club, 
fundraising events including the annual La Gran Fiesta. 
   

 

Yard Supervision Before and After School 

The school provides staff supervision for students from 8.45am each morning and until 3.45pm each afternoon.  
Students who arrive at school prior to 8.45am are required to be in Before School Care (OSHC) or supervised by a 
parent.  Students who require supervision after 3.45pm must be booked into After School Care (OSHC).  Please help 
us to keep your child safe by adhering to this.  If there are issues specific to your family that you need school support 
with, please contact assistant principal, Carolyn Shiels.  
We have noticed a number of unsupervised students in the yard well before 8.30am and their safety is at risk as we 
have no way of knowing they are here.  OSHC is there to support families who need to drop children off early.  
Please make use of this service.  
 

Parents and Friends Club 

We are delighted that a number of parents have responded to the call out for support of 
the Parents and Friends Club.  This club plays a vital role in supporting families and the 
school so it would have been a great loss if it had to be disbanded.  The Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) for the P&F is on Thursday 11 March at 7pm in the staffroom on Brooke St.  
All welcome. 
 

National Day against Bullying and Violence - March 19 

Friday 19 March is the National Day against Bullying and Violence and the school captains have 
been working on ways to recognising the day.  Our school’s motto for the day last year was “Don’t 
be a by-stander be a Stand-byer”.  Our school captains are working on the motto for 2021.  At 
Westgarth PS, we say “Bullying - No Way!”  
 

Labour Day Holiday 

A reminder that there is no school on the Labour Day public holiday Monday 8 March. 
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