
Spelling Information Session
How to help your child become a 

confident speller



Tonight’s sessions aims to

•Outline a progression of spelling skills and outline 
expectations at each year level 

•Give you an understanding of strategies that we use to 
teach spelling

• To gain confidence to support your children using a 
range of strategies



WHAT IS SPELLING?

Spelling is more than memorising words, it 
is a problem solving activity. 



To build spelling skills we teach a 

range of strategies.



We don’t teach students to spell particular 

words or a weekly wordlist, we aim to teach a 

range of strategies that students can apply to 

spell any word.



SPELLING KNOWLEDGE

Phonological 
knowledge

an understanding of phonemic awareness (being able to hear the sounds in words and manipulate 
them) and alphabetic awareness (knowledge of letter sound correspondence).

Visual 
knowledge

understanding the way words and letter combinations look.

Morphemic 
knowledge

understanding the meaning of words and how spellings differ when they change form.

Etymological 
knowledge

understanding the origin of words.

Orthographic
knowledge

Understanding the conventions of spelling. E.g. ‘ck’ is used at the end of a word



Phonological awareness skills
Phonological awareness skills can be conceptualised as a sequence of increasing complexity:

Deleting and manipulating sounds

Segmenting words into sounds

Blending sounds into words

Initial and Final Sounds

Onset and Rime segmentation

Alliteration Initial and Final sound sorting

Rhyme awareness and production

Words into syllables
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Spelling Skills Developed at 
each Year Level



PREP/FOUNDATION

Major teaching emphasis

To build phonemic awareness 

- Teach students to hear and manipulate sounds in words

- To identify all letters of the alphabet and to match letters to sound

- To identify some letter combinations and match sound eg. ck, sh (refer 

to Little Learners Love Literacy page in this document.)

Useful activities

- Breaking words into syllables eg.  bam/boo

- Listening for individual sounds in words  eg.  n/igh/t

- Identifying and generating rhyme patterns eg.  flat,  mat,  bat

- Learning letter and sound matching for all single letters of the alphabet. 



SCOPE & SEQUENCE



SCOPE & SEQUENCE: PREP

Alison Clarke,  a local speech pathologist, has useful information and 
explanations of phonological awareness on her website. 
https://www.spelfabet.com.au/about-spelfabet/

A direct link to her videos can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/user/spelfabet

https://www.spelfabet.com.au/about-spelfabet/
https://www.youtube.com/user/spelfabet


LEVEL ONE

Major Teaching Emphasis
- Review and consolidate initial letter/sound links
- Complete the teaching of the alphabet, and children consolidate their 

knowledge  sounds represented by two or more letters eg. th, sh, ee, ea, 
ou

- Adding prefixes and suffixes – adding un/happy, plays ,play/ed, play/ing
(simple morphemic knowledge)

- Learning high frequency words
- Blending and segmenting, deleting and substituting  initial, final and 

median phonemes to spell one and two syllable words

Spelling Knowledge
- Mostly phonological and orthographical

knowledge used
- Continue to revise syllables and rhyme
- Spelling generalisations e.g. adding –ed

- Begin to use more visual memory therefore high 
frequency words need to be explicitly



LEVEL TWO

Major Teaching Emphasis
- Sounds can be represented by more than one 

letter
- Learn one written representation for each of 

the 44 phonemes
- Introduced to alternate spellings for some 

phonemes
- Common homophones and compound words
- Rime patterns
- Common suffixes
- Soft/hard c
- Introduced to plural rules

Spelling Knowledge
- More orthographical knowledge 

used as well as phonological
knowledge

- Using even more visual memory 
therefore high frequency words need 
to be explicitly taught
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• dare
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• shark
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WORD LADDERS Children can be given words verbally then write each word 
changing one sound or letter at a time.



LEVEL THREE

Major Teaching Emphasis
- Revision and consolidation of alternative spellings of 

vowel and consonant sounds/phonemes 
- Generalisations for adding a suffix to a base word
- Using prefixes and suffixes for comparison
- Homophones and Compound words
- Increasing sight vocabulary



Major Teaching Emphasis
- Revision and consolidation of alternative spellings 

of vowel and consonant phonemes 
- Generalisations for adding a suffix to a base word
- Using prefixes and suffixes for comparison
- Homophones and Compound words
- Increasing sight vocabulary

LEVEL FOUR



Major Teaching Emphasis
- More complex spelling of multi-syllable words
- Growing confidence using and understanding 

affixes and how they change the base words
- Overcoming spelling demons
- Applies rules to add suffixes
- Learning some word origins – Greek and Latin 

root words and families

LEVEL FIVE



Major Teaching Emphasis
- More complex spelling of multi-syllable words
- Correct spelling of words that contain phonemes 

with multiple grapheme representations
- Growing confidence using and understanding affixes 

and how they change the base words
- Overcoming spelling demons
- Applies rules to add suffixes
- Learning some word origins – Latin, Greek and Old 

English root words

LEVEL SIX



Activities to promote spelling 
skills and strategies
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WORD LADDERS Children can be given words verbally then write each word 
changing one sound or letter at a time.



Word ladders encourage students to substitute and manipulate 
initial, middle and end sounds. 



Word sorts can also be presented as open-ended challenges.
http://lewiscarrollcentre.org.uk/kids-area/ladders/



Word sorts can also be presented as open-ended challenges.
https://www.edu-games.org/word-games/word-ladder/word-ladder-download.php provides examples of 
word ladders

https://www.edu-games.org/word-games/word-ladder/word-ladder-download.php


Students 
consolidate their 
knowledge of the 
sounds of the 
English language 
and how they are 
represented by 
the letters of
the alphabet. as 
they move 
through the 
primary
years.



two
twin

twenty
twice

Homophones
Encourage children to make connections between words



LEVEL 4 Develops knowledge of less common phonographs and graphemes.

au, ou, ow, ough, eigh,  ci,si, ti,  ie

Find the base words of -
decision,  racial, eruption



SILENT LETTERS
Silent letters are ghosts of the pronunciations past.

knife – Old Norse – knifr – Old English – cnif

silent b – bomb – bomba (Italian)
Climb – climban ( Old English)
crumb – crumble
thumb – thimble
doubt - dubious



friendliest

friend

friendship

friendly unfriendly

friends

friendlier

Building Morphemic spelling knowledge and strategies.
Word webs can be used to explore base words and prefixes and suffixes.





Word webs can be used 
to develop vocabulary 
and spelling skills by 
making meaning links to 
the central word.

Compound words

Homophones



Make your own word web with 
‘mal’ as your beginning prompt.

mal
Latin - meaning bad

Examining where our words come from and Greek and Latin roots can also help children 
to spell and predict the meaning of unfamiliar words.



Etymological and 

Morphemic Strategies

http://membean.com
https://www.vocabulary.com

http://membean.com/
https://www.vocabulary.com/



