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From the Principal
Assistant Deputy Secretary visit
Today we welcomed the Assistant Deputy Secretary of Schools, Sharon Donald, to look at the wonderful work our
teachers have been involved in over the past four years in curriculum, assessment and reporting and the development
of the student self-tracking tool that we call ‘I can’ statements. Westgarth Primary School has been identified by the
Education Department for being at the cutting edge of this work. Last year Donald, Megan and Sharon were filmed to
make a short video clip to support other schools in their journey in developing curriculum and pedagogy. I would like to
congratulate our staff on their work as well as the recognition they are receiving in this area and acknowledge Donald’s
exemplary educational leadership of this work. Once the video clip is available we will share it with the community.

Parent/carer education programs: Helping your child to spell accurately
Learn strategies and tasks you can do at home to help your child.
Prep – Year 2 parents
When: Wednesday, 8 May
Time: 7:00 – 8:00pm
Where: WEB (Clarke St.)

Year 3 – 6 parents
When: Wednesday, 15 May
Time: 7:00 – 8:00pm
Where: WEB (Clarke St.)

If you are unable to make other arrangements, child minding for school-age
children will be in place for these sessions. Parents/carers wishing to avail
themselves of this service need to book, no later than 7 May, via:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/spell_child-minding
Due to adult-to-child ratios, we are only provide child minding for students who have been registered for a place.
Thank you in advance for your support with these arrangements.

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2019 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be held
on 14 – 16 May. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in writing, reading, language conventions (spelling,
grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. However, students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by
their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after
consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available
at the school.
Teachers will ensure that students are familiar with the test formats. Excessive preparation is not useful and can lead
to unnecessary anxiety. At Westgarth we view this testing as an additional piece of information about a student’s
learning.
Date

NAPLAN test

Start time

Time allowed

Tuesday, 14 May

Language conventions

9:15 am

Writing

11:15 am

Wednesday, 15 May

Reading

9:15 am

Thursday, 16 May

Numeracy

9:15 am

40 mins (Year 3)
40 mins (Year 5)
40 mins (Year 3)
40 mins (Year 5)
45 mins (Year 3)
50 mins (Year 5)
45 mins (Year 3)
50 mins (Year 5)

For information about NAPLAN, visit: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/264/Assessment-and-reporting

Student tracking
Beginning this term, all students will increasingly assume responsibility for setting learning goals in English and
mathematics, and also for the monitoring and tracking of these goals. These goals
are based on the content descriptions of the Victorian Curriculum. Students will:

identify what they can already do, say, make and write/record

pinpoint what they still need to do, say, make and write/record in order to
make progress

become independent learners as they self-monitor and self-assess their work.
We encourage you to talk to you child about this work and how they are
progressing.

Regards,
Jo Wheeler
Principal
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Plant Stall:
Preparations for the Plant Stall are well underway and the pot call out was very
successful – thanks to all who have dropped pots off. While we would still love
any terracotta or fancy pots or dishes (including the dish-type barbecue lids!),
we now have a large collection of plastic pots for cuttings, thinned and
self-seeded plants. Please email or text me (Kellie Burns) – I am happy for pots
to be dropped directly to my house or to come by and collect them from you.
The Plant Stall is very much a school community effort and benefits from the
greener thumbs amongst us growing and nurturing plant collections
(preferably labelled and preferably at least 5 plants of each type) for the Fete
stall and it’s not too late to get them going!
Also, if you have good plants that you are digging up or cutting back (or
gardens being demolished), please be in touch, as they may be good
candidates for potting up and adding to the stall collection. If you need plastic
pots or dirt for your home planting projects, please be in touch with me, Kellie
Burns, as the Plant Stall Co-ordinator at
kburns@sjbplanning.com.au or 0413 597 087
(Mum to Violet McGann in 2M and Chloe McGann in 4C).

Home Produce Stall:
We are having two Chop ‘n Chats this month!
When: 10 May 7-9pm and 24 May 7-9pm.
Where: 2/31 Jessie Street, Northcote
These are on a Friday night, only chopping and prepping of ingredients will be
done. Please come along and help us out over a glass of wine. BYO your own
knife.
Please let Michelle know if you can make it mtwrench@gmail.com
FRUIT DONATIONS:
We are looking for any fruit donations. If you, a neighbour or a family member
have a tree, we would appreciate any donations of fruit. We are particularly
looking for lemons and limes.
Please email Michelle as a contact.
Cleaning of Jars
If you are able to help with cleaning some jam jars, please let Michelle know.
We can drop them off and collect them again once cleaned.
Thank you,
JAMMY TEAM.
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Diary Dates 2019
TERM 2
Sun 5 May
Wed 8 May
Tues 14 May
Wed 15 May
Wed 15 May
Thurs 16 May
Wed 22 May
Thurs 27 Jun
Tues 20, Wed 21, Thurs 22 Aug

School Working Bee - From 9am
Parent/Carer Education Program - Prep - 2
NAPLAN Language conventions testing /
Writing task
NAPLAN Reading testing
Parent/Carer Education Program - Year 3 - 6
NAPLAN Numeracy testing
Open Morning—Prospective Parents 9:15am
Parent Teacher Interviews - Pupil Free *
School Musical

Meeting Dates 2019
Environment
Communications
P&F
Finance
OSHC
School Council
Education

TBC
TBC
Thurs 2 May 8:00pm Staffroom
Wed 15 May 8:15am Jo’s Office
Wed 15 May 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office
Wed 22 May 7:00pm Staffroom
Tues 28 May 7:00pm Staffroom

2019 School Council Dates
Wed 22 May
Wed 19 June
Wed 14 August
Wed 18 September
Wed 30 October
Wed 27 November

2019 Term Dates
T2 23/04/19 - 28/06/19
T3 15/07/19 - 20/09/19
T4 07/10/19 - 20/12/19

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days.

Visit
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
to access eSmart resources designed to
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber
bullying and to create responsible users of
technology.

Visit
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
to access KidsMatter resources that support student
wellbeing and mental health.

Optional Homework
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation
with parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families
with the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks.

Extra-Curricular Activity Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC)
Students in Years 3 – 6 are invited to register for the Australian Mathematics
Competition (AMC) The AMC is for students of all standards. Students are
asked to solve 30 problems in 60 minutes. The problems are designed to test
mathematical thinking.
The competition will take place on Thursday, 1 August. The competition fee is
$6.50 – with registration and payment to be made no later than Friday, 14
June.
Information, registration and payment form.
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News from the Kitchen Garden

Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Yuki – garden.westgarth@gmail.com

Kitchen Garden News
& a new recipe!

Sport News
&
Term 2 Diary Dates

ART News
Zart Art is once more exhibiting some of our grade 5 students’ art in their student gallery. Last year, grade 5
students worked very hard on their collage and iPad pot plants inspired by David Hockney.
Some of these are being exhibited this term at the Zart Art Student Gallery, Box Hill from Thursday 4th April
to Saturday 15th June, 2019.
Congratulations to all grade 5 students on their art and enthusiasm for this project.
You can get a glimpse of the gallery here:
https://www.zartart.com.au/zartstatic/page/david-hockney-inspired-ipad-art-2#thumbnail-group
Thank you,
Marta
Art Teacher

Westgarth Primary School 5

FURS - Recycled Uniform Stalls!
Come and get your Winter uniform, we have lots of new
& nearly new items.
Please drop off any good quality donations to the school
office before Friday, or to 100 Thomson Street anytime.
Friday 3 May from 8.30am
Sizes 4-8 - Brooke Street near the office
Sizes 8-14 - Clarke Street near the gym entry

The Dennis Walking Train
Does anyone live south of the railway line and want to join the Dennis
Station to Westgarth walking train? The idea is to meet daily at
8.45am at Dennis, then parents take turns 'driving' the walking train to
school. Train driver's hats can be provided! Contact Sasha on 0433
479913 or sashalbradbury@gmail.com.

WESTGARTH IDOL 2019 TICKETS

Westgarth Idol will be held at Thornbury Theatre on the evening of Saturday 1st June 2019.
Tickets for Westgarth Idol will be available to purchase online through a ticketing website https://
www.trybooking.com/VTYC on Saturday May 4th.
This year the tickets will remain at $50. This includes $20 worth of tokens which you will receive on the night. And due
to demand, you will also be able to buy extra tokens online too. Tokens will be collected upon entry on the evening.
All profits from Idol are donated to Westgarth Primary School. Last year we donated over $14,500 and this year we
hope to do the same.
Cheers,
Caroline and Jonny Clow.
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The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support.
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