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From the Principal 
Social Skills and our students 
Schools are places children come to learn to be literate and numerate.  It is also a place they learn to be  
social.  Social skills particularly in the early years of schooling are equally as important as academic learning.  
While schools don’t test these skills, the other students are constantly assessing their peer’s social abilities.  
Communication is essential to enable students to be socially capable. What is essential for us to understand is 
that each individual child is on a developmental continuum with their social development.  Some are more 
advanced than others and it is important that when there is a gap between your child’s social development 
and others in our school, we need to help each child manage these differences.  If your child is experiencing 
social difficulties they may require your help to develop these skills through modelling, role-playing, rehearsal 
and practice.  They may need help with greetings, initiating conversations, understanding the listener,  
empathising, reading social cues, problem-solving and apologising.  They need praise when successfully using 
a new skill.  If parental support isn’t making a difference, it might be time to consider seeking assistance from 
a professional.  They can provide structured and tailored programs to meet your child’s individual needs.   
For parents of those who are more socially able, it is essential that we recognise that not all children develop 
at the same rate and that we need to be empathetic to them and their families particularly when you have 
concerns.  A parent’s response to an incident can determine their child’s response. This can impact on your 
child’s ability to develop resilience and empathy for others.  As parents you can support your child by  
modelling empathy and acceptance of difference which will promote resilience, kindness and problem solving 
skills thus making them more socially capable.  
 
Review update 
As you will be aware from previous newsletters and Flexibuzz invitations, we have been undergoing the 
school’s four-year review against our 2015 – 18 Strategic Plan.  I would like to thank the parents, carers,  
students and staff who contributed to the forums/focus groups last week.  The final review document will be 
presented to the review panel by reviewer, Jill Jackson on Thursday 28 March. On this day we will discuss the 
findings and then formulate the future foci that will form our new strategic plan.  This will be shared with the 
school community as part of the process. 
 
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 
Our school captains initiated the school renewed focus on  
anti-bullying last Friday, by acknowledging the National Day  
of Action against Bullying and Violence. Students from across  
the school watched our school made anti- bullying video,  
participated in lessons and received a wristband carrying the  
message of ‘Bullying – No Way’.  Students in year 3 – 6 also  
received a student tip card with suggestions of what to if faced 
with bullying. Follow this link to the school’s Anti- Bullying Policy.  
We would suggest you have a discussion with your child about the need to speak up if they are concerned 
about the way someone is being treated.   

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/antibullying__cyber_bullying_policy.pdf
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New Zealand Tragedy 
Following the tragic events that took place in Christchurch last Friday, I know the thoughts of us all are with 
those affected. Like Christchurch, one of Victoria’s greatest strengths is its history of multiculturalism. The 
impact of this tragedy stretches far beyond New Zealand.  It is important that we support our children by 
managing the access they have to the footage of this and other similar events.  
For tips for parents, carers and educators on supporting children and young people and helping them feel 
safe during this time, see:  Supporting children and young people with distressing events along with  
headspace mental health support for australian students, teachers and schools following large scale  
incidents. 
 

Parents and Friends 
Our Parents and Friends Club do a wonderful job of bringing our community together and fundraising the 
vital funds we require to run and make improvements to the school. I had the pleasure to convene their 
AGM last Thursday.  I would like to acknowledge the wonderful results achieved by them last year.  They 
have a number of Easter fundraisers coming up so I would like to encourage you to put yourself forward to 
assist them.  President, Michelle Wrench, puts updates in the newsletter so look out for these and if you can 
spare a small amount of time to help out it will be greatly appreciated.   
 

Respect for our Neighbours 
Please ensure if a ball goes over into our neighbours yard, that students inform your teacher during school 
hours. After school hours, please ensure you knock on the neighbours door before helping yourself to your 
ball in their  
backyard. 
 

Regards 
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sa1ZChGwqo
https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/headspace-mh-support-following-large-scale-incidents-March-2019-v2.pdf
https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/headspace-mh-support-following-large-scale-incidents-March-2019-v2.pdf


Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Fri 22 March     Ride2School Day 
Thurs 28 March    Hot Cross Bun Morning Tea 
Throughout March    Chocolate Fundraiser  
Throughout March    Year 3 - 6 Swimming 
Fri 5 April     End of Term - 2:30pm Finish* 
Wed 22 May    Open Morning School Tour 
TERM 2 
Mon 22 April    Easter Monday Public Holiday 
Tues 23 April    First day of Term 2 
Thurs 25 April    Anzac Day Public Holiday  
Thurs 27 Jun     Parent Teacher Interviews - Pupil Free * 
Tues 20, Wed 21, Thurs 22 Aug  School Musical  
 
 
Meeting Dates 2019 
Finance      Wed 20 March 8:15am Jo’s Office 
School Council Wed 27 March 7:00pm Staffroom 
OSHC TBC 
  

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2019 School Council Dates 
Wed 22 May 
Wed 19 June  
Wed 14 August 
Wed 11 September 
Wed 30 October 
Wed 27 November 

2019 Term Dates 
T1  31/01/19 - 05/04/19 
T2  23/04/19 - 28/06/19 
T3  15/07/19 - 20/09/19 
T4  07/10/19 - 20/12/19 

 

Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation 
with parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families 
with the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Visit  
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart  

to access eSmart resources designed to  
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  

technology.  

 

 

 

 

Visit  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter  

to access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

 
Term 2 Chess Club  

Enrol here! 
 

Years 3 –6 only, limited places 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/chess_kids_t2_2019_gr_3__6.pdf
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Yuki – garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 

 

 Kitchen Garden News 
& a new recipe! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Sport News &  
Active April 

WPS Choir  
Students in grades 3—6 have the opportunity to sing in the school choir. The choir usually meet every  
Thursday during session 6 but while the swimming program is underway we are rehearsing Thursdays during 
session 1. Already we have a repertoire of about 4 songs and we would like to share a couple of these at  
Monday Morning Assembly in week 10 (Monday 1 April).  
 

We were going to sing at yesterday’s assembly however  
I didn’t realise that due to the swimming program, a  
number of students who are in the choir would not have  
been able to join in. I apologise if there was any confusion. 
 

Regards, 
John Carr—(Music Specialist) 

YEAR 5 & 6’s In House Activity 
A poem by Kosta K written as a response to the visit that 

the year 5/6’s had from South Sudanese refugee  
David Nyuol Vincent. 

 

“David Nyuol Vincent Southern Sudan to  

Melbourne  

a treacherous trip for David Nyuol Vincent 

walking 3 months to find 

nothing but a machete and a tarp stuck with 

starvation as his friend  

until hope was given to him in Melbourne he 

tells his tragic story”. 

Kosta K - 6 Glenn 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/issue_4_kitchen_news.pdf
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/issue_4_2019_sport_news__active_april.pdf
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/issue_4_2019_sport_news__active_april.pdf
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EASTER CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER 
Thanks to the amazing Annette Williams and Chocolatier,  
we once again have the opportunity to purchase delicious and  
locally sourced eggs for Easter. Order forms will be sent home 
this week, so get on to that pronto to ensure you’re  
covered.  
 

HOT CROSS BUN MORNING TEA : Thursday 28 March.  
Students will be able to enjoy a hot cross bun on Thursday 28 March. Buns will need to be pre-ordered and a note will 
be going home this week. Buns will be $2 each.  

Volunteers needed on Thursday 28th to collect buns from Baker’s Delight Fairfield and distribute them to students 
from 10am-12pm. Please contact Michelle Wrench if you can come along for some or all of the time. 
mtwrench@gmail.com 
 

HOT CROSS BUN FUNDRAISER : Thursday 28 March. Families will this year have the opportunity to purchase hot 
cross bun packs. Order forms will be going home this week.  
Volunteers needed on Thursday 28th to collect buns from Baker’s Delight Fairfield and distribute the packs to  
students late afternoon before the end of school. Please contact Michelle Wrench if you can come along for some or 
all of the time. mtwrench@gmail.com 
 

Last Thursday we had our AGM. These are some of the items we discussed: 

FUNDRAISING FOR 2019 
WPS parent-led fundraising raises $140-160K per year. A significant portion of this goes towards running our high  
quality programs and covers costs as Jo Wheeler details in her report each year, and covering the shortfall from  
government. Luckily each year we have been able to use some funds to progress elements of the Master Plan to  
improve the school environment and building facilities.  
 

STEM FOR SUCCESS   
Our goal now is to raise sufficient funds to transform the old canteen area into a  
STEM learning area, including a wet science area. Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths are the pathways to jobs of the future. We need to supply our children 
with the facilities to be inspired and learn these vital skills. This project alone  
requires a further $100,000 on what we have currently in the budget.   
However, we can’t wait for the government to give us more money for this project. 
We are more fortunate than many State schools, which places us lower on the  
priority list for extra funding.  
 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Pay your voluntary contributions if you have not already done so. That makes our fundraising dollars go further. If you 
can…Donate to the building fund – it’s tax deductible, and anyone can donate anytime during the year. Lobby state 
government MPs for funding for our school.  
Look out for these fun fundraising events coming up over the year and support where you can: 
Term 2:  Flying Fox Talk, Election BBQ 
Term 3: Kitchen Science afternoon 
Term 4: Whopping Great Fete, Walkathon, Icy pole day 
We do need a few more fresh faces to help things tick over during the year due to families moving on to high school 
etc. If you can assist Michelle, please contact her at mtwrench@gmail.com.  New ideas are always welcome!  
 

THANK YOU WPS COMMUNITY!! YOU ARE AWESOME!! 
 
Michelle, Nerida, Tanya, Fiona - Westgarthpandf@gmail.com 

POP – UP Stalls 
The ever-popular Chocolatier pop up stalls will be 
held on Brooke St: 

Monday 1 April from 3.30pm – 4.15pm 
Tuesday 2 April: 8.45am – 9.30am 
Wednesday 3 April from 3.30 – 4pm and 5.30 - 6pm 

mailto:mtwrench@gmail.com
mailto:mtwrench@gmail.com
mailto:mtwrench@gmail.com
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to join our team this year, please email Michelle on mtwrench@gmail.com.  
You don’t need to know how to make jam/chutney, we will teach you. 
 
We have a Jammy Cook up this coming Sunday 24 March 10-4pm in the Farmhouse Kitchen. 
Please come and help us with some chopping and cooking.  
(kids are welcome)  
 
We need your glass jars. Please donate your glass jars to the 
school, but no plastic jars or plastic lids.  
There is a container outside the computer lab (Brooke St)  
and at the gym hall door (Clarke st) for drop-off points. 

 

 

JAMMY TEAM 

mailto:mtwrench@gmail.com
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FREE * FREE * FREE 
An ex Westgarth parent who lives opposite the school 

is departing with an old German iron frame piano  
(C Sievert, Berlin). I have had it since I was 19 and a  
piano student at the Adelaide Conservatorium. It's a 

nice piece of furniture, dark timber frame, likely walnut. 
Once it was a nice instrument, now pretty old, and not 
tuned for many years, but would suit a beginner, and 

its "free to a good home".  
If the new owners could organise for it to be moved.  

 
Anyone interested should contact  

Susan on 0417 125 202. 

Bright Sparks Holiday Program - April 
Bright Sparks is a creative arts program designed to help 
children learn about themselves and their relationships 

with others, promoting confidence, resilience and  
general wellbeing. Sessions are run by a Creative Arts 

Therapist and are beneficial for all children from Prep to 
Grade 3. 

10.30am - 2.30pm on April 15, 16 and 17 
$185 ($165 concession) for a 3 day course or  

$70 per session 
Span Community House, Thornbury. Bookings essential! 

Contact Naomi on 0421 914 220 or 
email: naomi@brightsparks.id.au 

mailto:naomi@brightsparks.id.au

