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From the Principal
WELCOME PICNIC

Our whole school welcome picnic is on this Friday (22 Feb) from 6 – 8pm on the Clarke St front oval .
The Parents and Friends committee will be selling sushi and sausages. Families are also welcome to bring their
own picnic dinner. Don’t forget to bring a rug or picnic chair. This is a great opportunity for the children to
play and for parent to meet new friends and mingle. A big ‘thanks’ in advance to the team of parents who will
be assisting with the food and drink stalls on the night and to Parents and Friends for organising everything.
(Please note: Staff will not be supervising students at this event.)
SCHOOL REVIEW UPDATE
As you may be aware the school is currently being reviewed. I met with the reviewer last week and gave her
the school data and self-evaluation documentation. A panel which includes the reviewer, Jill Jackson from
ed SOLUTIONS, DET Senior Education Instruction Leader (SEIL), 2 Challenge Partners (Principals from other
schools), School Council President and/or nominee and the school’s School Improvement Team (Jo, Carolyn,
Donald, Ben and Gaye) will meet for the Validation Day on February 26. They will then run forums and
classroom visits on two or three field work days on 13 and 14 March. The review will conclude on 28 March.
Once this is complete we will use the recommendations to formulate our new four-year strategic plan.
The panel will call out for assistance with the forums from students, parents and staff so keep an eye on the
newsletter for this information.
LUNCHBOXES
Many students are in the habit of leaving their lunchboxes outside during and after recess where they sit in
the sun and sweat. To avoid potential food poisoning we are encouraging students to either take their
playlunch out in their hands or take a smaller container leaving their main lunchbox inside. Some students
have misunderstood this message and think taking lunchboxes outside is banned. This is not the case; rather
we are trying to prevent them from getting sick.

ASSEMBLIES
Every Monday morning at 9am (weather permitting) we hold a whole school assembly on the Brooke St site.
The school captains run the assembly. Students are encouraged to place their bags at the classrooms and
make their way to the Brooke St site at the first bell. They do not need to wait for their teacher. We say the
Acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners, sing the school song and the National Anthem. We also
celebrate student work, inform the community about what is coming up, share general information and have
the occasional performance. We also present the Golden Lunchbox and Golden Boot awards. These are
sustainability awards and are awarded to the class with the largest percentage of students who had
rubbish-free lunchboxes and the percentage of students who travel to school in a sustainable method eg.
walk, ride, scoot or public transport.

CURRICULUM DAYS
The DET provide state schools with four pupil-free days each year for professional development and
reporting. We have already had two of these at the start of the year so we have two left for the year.
Tuesday 12 March (the day after the Labour Day holiday) will be a pupil free day for staff to complete day 2
of Peer Coaching training. Thursday 27 June is pupil-free for Parent/Teacher Interviews. Please place these
dates in your diary. Curriculum Day care will be available through our Out-of-school-care program for families that book in advance.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
School Council nominations are now open for 2019. They must be received at the office by 4pm on Tuesday
February 26. Details were in the last newsletter. We have a session today (Tuesday 19 Feb) at 5.45pm in the
foyer of Brooke St for people wishing to learn more about school council, prior to parent information
sessions.
PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS - TONIGHT
Each year we run an information session to inform parents about the classroom organisation for the year,
some minor insights into the teaching and learning program and to answer general questions parents may
have. This year the sessions will be run as a year level group in the following rooms:
Brooke St (6.30 – 7.10pm)
Preps – Prep Ellie’s classroom (far east classroom at the back of the building) entry via rear corridor
Year 1 – 1 Lucy (Brooke St, Closest to the office)
Year 2 – Holly/Kathy’s classroom (back classroom closest to the caterpillar in playground) entry via front
door
Clarke St (7.20 – 8pm)
Year 3 – Gaye/Josie F’s classroom (portable closest to the new kindergarten)
Year 4 – Centre space of WEB (library area)
Year 5 – Alice’s classroom (WEB closest classroom to the art room)
Year 6 – Sophie’s classroom (north/east side of WEB)
HOMEWORK & HOME READING
Teachers will present information to our school community tonight about their child’s school year and
include information about ways to assist children with learning at home. Doing reading practice at home is
one of the most important ways to assist your child’s learning. It is essential to continue to listen to children
read and to discuss aspects of the text and the language in it, beyond Year 2, when many Westgarth Primary
students have become independent readers. Students need to continue to develop their vocabulary by
about 1000 words per year and this is only achieved by reading widely, reading together and having parent/
child discussions. It is not expected that parents listen to their Year 3-6 students read for a full 20-30 minute
period daily, but to spend some of that time reading together and then the child can continue to read
independently. It is important to note that children often plateau or worse still go backwards in their reading
progress once they become independent readers if their reading is no longer monitored by their parents.
Questions around the text are why, what, how, when, where questions. Conversations about stories help
the child to develop links with their world experiences, make connections between other stories and
information and help them predict what might happen in stories as well as prepare them in some way for
unfamiliar events in their future lives.
Children learning to become independent readers in Prep-Year 2 benefit from repeated reading of the same
text. Home reading material sent home from school should be easy rather than challenging because we
want children to improve their sight vocabulary, ability to read in phrases and sentences, understanding of
the text and to feel success. Likewise novels read by Year 3-6 students should also be of a level that allows
the child to enjoy what they are reading while improving their vocabulary, their reading fluency and
comprehension.
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Families can share the reading of a picture story book or a more difficult novel at home with parents reading
most of the text, with older children reading a paragraph or page at a time (depending on their reading level)
and younger children listening and following the storyline, then all participating in discussions about the
story and the language used. Development of reading fluency is assisted by repeated reading of books in
Prep-2.
To ensure success for our prep students, we start the year teaching them the sounds they need to be able to
decode texts while at school. Once they have mastered these we begin to send books home to practice.
This home reading program will not start for our prep students until term two, when they have sufficient
skills to be successful decoders. The benefits are two-fold. It gives them and their family time to settle into
the routine of school without the added pressure of homework as well as high reading success rates as
beginner readers.
HOMEWORK
Our school policy states that the expected homework for students is home reading and automatic response
of number facts. If you would like you child to do other homework tasks the school provides optional
homework tasks each fortnight and can be accessed via a link in the newsletter.
To read the full homework policy follow this link:
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
Regards
Jo Wheeler

Another Whopping Great Fete is planned. A big one!

Sunday, 20 October 2019
The second weekend of term 4.
Emma Savage and Ian Rogers will jointly coordinate this year's fete. Emma has Pippa in 1 Lucy and Ian has
Lachie in 4 Cameron.

The fete is FUN. For families on the day, for the community and seriously it is fun being involved.

Will you get involved again this year? Or help out as a new family to the school (maybe with a child in
Prep).

There are always job vacancies at the fete and a large crew needed on logistics or the wash against
waste.

Or start a new activity - a market stall, a food experience or a madcap thingy as part of the Super Science Club.
The fete is the biggest school fundraiser of the year, so there's that too.
Contact us below on:
emma@emmasavage.com.au
0413 185 350
ianrogers717@gmail.com
0409 716 442
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Diary Dates 2019
TERM 1
Tues 19 Feb
Fri 22 Feb
Tues 26 Feb
Thurs 28 Feb
Sat 2 Mar
Mon 11 Mar
Tues 12 Mar
Throughout March
Throughout March

Meeting Dates 2019
School Council

Parent Information Night
P&F Welcome Picnic 6-8pm Clarke St
District Swimming Carnival
Whole School Photos
P&F Trivia Night 7pm
Labour Day Public Holiday Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day*
Chocolate Fundraiser
Year 3—6 Swimming

Wed 27 February 7:00pm Staffroom

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days.

2019 School Council Dates
Wed 27 February 2019

2019 Term Dates
T1 31/01/19 - 05/04/19
T2 23/04/19 - 28/06/19
T3 15/07/19 - 20/09/19
T4 07/10/19 - 20/12/19
Preps commence full time
from Friday 15 March

Visit
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
to access eSmart resources designed to
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber
bullying and to create responsible users of
technology.

Visit
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
to access KidsMatter resources that support student
wellbeing and mental health.

Optional Homework
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation
with parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families
with the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks.

YARD DUTY HOURS
Teachers commence on yard duty
in the morning at 8:45am.
Concludes in the afternoon at
3:45pm.

Parent Payments
Click here to access a Parent Payment
form.
Receipts will be mailed home. Receipts for
payments made through the Qkr! can be
retrieved directly from the app.
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Do you have a valid health care or concession card?
Then you may be eligible for DET funding of $125 per child to assist with camps,
excursions and swimming costs.
To apply, please complete the CSEF
application form at the office with a copy
of your concession card.
Or alternatively, speak with Nella who will
be able to assist you with any
questions you may have.
Download the form here!

A huge thankyou to the children and our whole school community for their generosity in donating so many
beautiful and thoughtfully considered books for International Book Giving day on 14 February. I am really
looking forward to being able to deliver them to the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation later this month.
Once the Library Captains and I have counted all of the books and boxed them ready for delivery, I will let
you know the exact amount. Once again, thank you.

This is a brief reminder of the library borrowing guidelines for children at Westgarth Primary School:
 Library classes and borrowing commenced Monday 11 February.



Prep students can borrow one book per week (the borrowing period is two weeks)



Grades 1 - 6 students can borrow two books per week (the borrowing period is also two weeks)

 If your child has an overdue book, they will bring home a small blue slip, alerting you to the title of the
book. Once the book has been returned, borrowing will recommence.

If a book is lost or damaged, please let me know and we can discuss replacement.
A huge congratulations to our Library Captains for 2019 – Walter C, Minna M, Grace H, Odin A and Claudia
M. I really look forward to working with them this year.
Sincerely,
Chris Sarandis
Support & Library
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News from the Kitchen Garden

Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Yuki – garden.westgarth@gmail.com

Kitchen Garden News

Volunteers still needed for sausage sizzle
and to sell sushi. Please sign up here
http://signup.com/go/gWWofoG
Or email westgarthpandf@gmail.com
We only need an hour of your time (you can divide this into a half
hour by sharing a spot with a partner/friend). We need people to
cook/serve the food otherwise
everyone will go crazy with hunger. No prior experience needed,
it’s very easy, and it is a great way to meet
people.

TRIVIA AND DANCE NIGHT:
Saturday 2 March, School Gym
from 7pm. Trivia starts 7.30pm
Tickets go on sale Friday 22 February at the Welcome
Picnic. EFTPOS available.
Tickets are $25 each.
We have some fabulous prizes already, including
3 x double passes to the opening weekend of the 2019
Melbourne International Comedy Festival, courtesy of Laughing
Stock Productions.

Make sure you don’t miss out! Get a group of 10 together from
your class or just buy single tickets and make some new buddies
on the night. BYO plate or snacks to share. We ask you to purchase drinks from the bar
(eftpos available). This is an adults only event…have you booked
that babysitter yet?
DONATIONS SOUGHT: We are still looking for donations of
vouchers, services, etc. If you, your business or any of your
contacts are able to help, please email westgarthpandf@gmail.com.
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Farmhouse Cook-Ups for Jams and Chutneys.
Children welcome
SUNDAY 24th February: 10 - 4pm in the Farmhouse on Clarke Street
SUNDAY 3rd March: 10 - 4pm in the Farmhouse on Clarke Street.
If you would like to join our team this year, please email Michelle on mtwrench@gmail.com. You don’t need
to know how to make jam/chutney, we will teach you.
We need your glass jars. Please donate your glass jars to the school, but no plastic jars or plastic lids. There is
a container outside the computer lab (Brooke St) and at the gym hall door (Clarke St campus) for drop-off
points.
FURS - recycled uniform service - volunteer/s required!
We're looking for another person to help with set up and pack down on stall days, and to occasionally collect
uniform donations from school. The time commitment would be approximately 6 hours per year, with
optional involvement in the uniform stall at Westgarth Fete.
Please contact sashalbradbury@gmail.com or 0433 479913.

Michelle, Nerida, Fiona and Tanya
westgarthpandf@gmail.com
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Key dates are:
Act submissions: March 4th:
9am-12pm
Facebook Live Draw March 4th:
7.30pm
Tickets on sale online from: May 1st
Westgarth Idol: June 1st

THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF WESTGARTH IDOL 2019 JUNE 1st
Yes, it’s that time again to gaze into the smoke machine-filled crystal ball that is Westgarth Idol. Who will
perform? Which songs will be covered? Who will win and what costume will Tony Wilson wear this year?
For those parents new to the school, Idol is a Westgarth Institution that began in 2007 when a group of
parents formed a four-piece band and asked their fellow parents to come and sing-along in the school gym.
It has come a long way, now attracting 450 parents to the Thornbury Theatre - full professional stage,
lighting, sound and ten-piece band (all parents of WPS).
Parents are given the opportunity to put themselves forward as an Idol act and perform a song of their
choice supported by the Idol House Band. The winning act receives the prestigious golden microphone.
Past winners have performed songs by Patti Smith, Kiss, The B52s, The Kids from Fame and even The
Backstreet Boys. If you have never been before, the best way to get a feel is to visit the videos and galleries
housed on our Facebook Page.
Prospective entrants
As we had so many acts wanting to enter last year, we have decided to make this fairer for all.
For those wanting to enter an act, the Idol E-mail will be open from 9am until 12pm, Monday 4th March for
submissions. Please email idolhotline@gmail.com to register your song and the names and email addresses
from your act. Remember, Idol can only accommodate twelve acts this year.
If we receive more than 12 entries over the three hours, we will stream a Facebook Live draw at 7.30pm that
evening (March 4th) on the Facebook Page (search Westgarth Idol). The name of your team captain will be
drawn out of a hat. The first 12 names drawn will perform at The Thornbury Theatre on June 1st. Remember,
you can only be in one act. Good luck!
Westgarth Idol 2019 will continue the changes that were successfully implemented last year.
Tickets & Tokens
Tickets will be available to purchase online through a ticketing website. Tickets will remain at $50 each.
This includes $20 worth of tokens which you will receive on the night where you can donate your tokens to
the act or acts you think should be the worthy winner.
All profits from Idol are donated to Westgarth Primary School. Last year we donated close to $15,000 and
this year we hope to do the same. Tickets will be on sale from 9am, Wednesday 1 st May.
Seating
Due to the increasing popularity of Idol, we will have seating around the edge of the stage and on the
balcony. For those who arrive early, you can grab a table or seat anywhere, but you don’t need to reserve a
table. To acknowledge those who want to stand, support or dance, the dance floor area will be open all
night.
Many thanks
Jonny
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LOST—Garage
Remote
Found on
Newmarket street

Located at the office

The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support.
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