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From the Principal 
It is hard to believe that we are half way through the school year.  We do not normally say goodbye to staff at this time of the year 
but unfortunately for Westgarth PS we are saying goodbye to two wonderful staff.  As many of you already know, Andy Ashton is 
moving to Bali to teach at the Green School. He has worked at Westgarth for six and a half years, has been a great supporter of the 
school’s sustainability programs, the kitchen/garden program, and has been a wonderful teacher to those lucky enough to be in his 
class.   
We would like to congratulate Assistant Principal, Donald Eddington, who is now the new Principal of William Ruthven Primary 
School in Reservoir.  Donald has been instrumental in the successful work we have been doing at Westgarth in the development of 
our curriculum understanding and planning, and our assessment and reporting practices.  He has introduced and lead a variety of  
initiatives such as ‘Reaching for the Stars’ enrichment program, DEtv, parent education programs, leading our Education  
Sub-committee, family maths nights and he worked closely with staff, parents and students in the development of our new report 
format and ‘I can’ statements.  We all will miss Donald.  To stay up-to-date with helping your child develop their understanding of 
mathematic strategies subscribe to his DEtv YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington. Donald will  
continue to develop more clips, which will be accessible via this link. 
As a school, we would like to thank them both for their contributions to Westgarth PS and we wish them the best for their new  
adventures. 
 

Parent/teacher interviews 
This Thursday, 27 June, we will be having Parent/Teacher interviews. As it is our only formal interview for the year we have made 
them 15 minutes to allow more time to discuss your child’s progress.  If you are unable to come on Thursday, you are welcome to 
make an appointment at another time or have a telephone conversation with your child’s teacher. Parents are welcome to meet a 
teacher at any time throughout the year, not just at interview times by calling in, telephoning to make an appointment or  
contacting the school via Flexibuzz App. 
Please note: Thursday is a pupil free day to enable teachers to meet with parents.  Out-of-school-care is available on the day for 
working parents.  You will need to make a booking directly with OSHC.  
 

What’s happening in Term 3? 
We have a number of things planned for term three.  Some of these include: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

School Holiday Building Works  
Over the break the roof above Rose, Lucy and Chris’s rooms will be replaced.  We are going to have to stage the roof replacement 
over a period of time (probably years) as we have not been successful in applying for funds through the department.  There will be 
scaffolding in place while this work is happening. There will be new carpet in the WEB library space and some carpet repairs  
following flooding from last year in two classrooms.  We are also hoping the plumbers will relay some of the storm water pipes on 
Brooke St to prevent the pooling of water that develops along the east pathway but are awaiting Darebin Council approval for the 
crossover. This work will mean digging up the front of the Brooke St yard.  It is also anticipated that the kiln will be delivered and 
installed, thanks to the contributions made by families through the colour-a-thon fundraiser.  
 

School Review/New Strategic Plan 
We have just sent our new four-year Strategic Plan to DET for approval, this comes after completing our successful School Review in 
term one. Both the school review report and new strategic plan will be posted on the school’s website for parents to read. 
 

I hope you all enjoy a lovely winter holiday and I look forward to seeing you all again in term three.  
 
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

¨  Blue light disco - July 26      ¨ Whole School Musical 21 and 22 August 
¨ Year 3 - 6 Maths Competition - August 1    ¨ Book Week author visits 27, 28 August and 9 September 
¨ Year 4 - 6 Athletics intra-school competition - 9 August ¨ Year four camp 11 – 13 September 
¨ Year 3 - Athletics Fun Day      ¨ P & F run Family science afternoon and another fundraiser 

https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington


Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 2  
Thurs 27 Jun     Parent Teacher Interviews - Pupil Free* 
Fri 28 Jun     End of Term 2—2:30pm Finish* 
 
TERM 3 
Fri 26 Jul     Blue Light Disco  
Thurs 1 Aug     Year 3 - 6 Maths Competition  
Fri 9 Aug     Year 4 - 6 Athletics intra-school competition  
Tues 20, Wed 21, Thurs 22 Aug  School Musical  
Wed 11 - Fri 13 Sept   Year 4 Camp 
 
 

Meeting Dates 2019 
Education     Tues 25 June 7:00pm Staffroom 
Policy Fri 26 July 8:00am Jo’s Office 
Environment Thurs 1 August 8:00am Jo’s Office  
Finance      Wed 7 August 8:15am Jo’s Office  
OSHC       Wed 7 August 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
School Council Wed 14 August 7:00pm Resource Room 
Communications TBC 
P&F TBC  

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2019 School Council Dates 
Wed 14 August 
Wed 18 September 
Wed 30 October 
Wed 27 November 

2019 Term Dates 
T2  23/04/19 - 28/06/19 
T3  15/07/19 - 20/09/19 
T4  07/10/19 - 20/12/19 

 

Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation 
with parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families 
with the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Visit  
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart  

to access eSmart resources designed to  
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  

technology.  

 

 

 

 

Visit  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter  

to access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

 
  End of Term  

Students dismissed  

at 2:30pm 

on Friday 28 June 
 

*OSHC services available for bookings  
  

Pupil Free Day  
For Parent / 

Teacher  
Interviews 

 

Thursday 27 June 
*OSHC services available for bookings  

  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjU_Za0w4PjAhWBbn0KHWxEDB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fillustrations%2Fnumber-two-2-numerical-alphabet-1920550%2F&psig=AOvVaw0NQ_OJOqGqDf0fUBMFasJC&ust=1561514
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Gracias y adiós 
It has been both a privilege and a pleasure to be an Assistant Principal at  
Westgarth Primary School. I have loved getting to know everyone and working 
with you over the last four years. While I am sad to leave, I am excited to be taking 
up the position of Principal at William Ruthven Primary School.  
Thanks to:  
 The students for their insightful and articulate comments including feedback 

on how to make Westgarth an even better school. 
 The parents and carers who I have worked in partnership – particularly with the fete, sub-committees and  

working parties, and for making 7500 maths resources for our students. 
 The staff who have completed exemplary work that is now being recognised by the Department. (See below for 

more details). 
 Jess, Nella, Susan and previously Janine who have been tremendous support in the various administrative tasks 

that make up my portfolio. 
 Carolyn, Ben, Gaye and previously Barbara who, together with Jo, have been a terrific team of passionate, 

thoughtful and dedicated educators and leaders. 
 Jo for her support and guidance, and for being the wonderful leader to which I will aspire. 
 
Ps, Stay tuned to DEtv. More videos will be uploaded in the future.  If you have not subscribed, please do,  
https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington (I am currently sitting at 279 subscribers!) 
 
 
Precision assessment: A Westgarth case study 
This fortnight, the Department’s In Our Classrooms features Westgarth’s improvement journey around assessment 
and reporting. The Department is challenging other schools to learn from Westgarth’s expertise around precision  
assessment. It asks other schools how they are: 

 critically engaging with and unpacking the Victorian Curriculum achievement standards 

 translating each achievement standard into plain language and making them accessible 

 developing rich assessment maps that illustrate the plain language statements and make them accessible 

 strengthening objectivity in judgements through quality moderation practices 

 planning for and continuously assessing learning along a continuum 

 building the assessment-capability of students. 
 
Read Westgarth’s Precision assessment case study at: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/classrooms/Pages/approachesprecisionassessment.aspx  
Thankyou 

Donald Eddington  

 
 
Dear Westgarth Students, Parents, Staff and Friends, 
 

I’m feeling very sad to be saying goodbye to everybody over the last few days. I also feel very lucky to have been part 

of this amazing learning community. I have always felt like I’ve been with ‘my people’ here at WPS and I’ve been so 

fortunate to have had such an encouraging group of humans, dedicated to helping kids be their best.  

Thanks for being OK with my silliness and weirdness - you are very accepting people!  

I’m looking forward to this next stage of my teaching journey. I’m hoping my new  

community will be just as open and positive as this one and I hope to collect lots of new 

Mystery Objects over there!  

Thank you.  
Andy Ashton 

https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/classrooms/Pages/approachesprecisionassessment.aspx
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiv6eTKyIPjAhWLWX0KHfFUDT4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdibujandoconelalma.com%2F2015%2F03%2F08%2Fadios-y-gracias%2F&psig=AOvVaw0shAowScnEoR1UXAutcQze&ust=1561515458407567
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Book Swap 
A big thank you to all who donated and attended our book swap afternoon on Saturday 15 June.  
We raised a total of $3865.89 which is wonderful for Westgarth PS.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Stay tuned for further fundraising events for Term 3.  
 
Michelle, Nerida, Tanya, Fiona 
Westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
 

 
Thank you for those wonderful families that  

donated jam jars. We have been inundated so no  
further jars will be needed at this time.  

Help us raise funds for the Westgarth Masterplan by buying an Entertainment Membership, and you can enjoy heaps of value over 
the school holidays. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers to keep the kids 'entertained' this school holidays, and help our 
fundraising at the same time! Books are $70 & hardcopies available at the office. 

•  Airlines & Hire Cares - plan for the next holidays! 

 Movies - Palace Westgarth, 

 Legoland Discovery Centre, Melbourne Aquarium, Eureka  
Skydeck, Melbourne Star Observation Wheel 

•  Ten Pin Bowling 

•  Timezone, Bounce, Latitude, Luna Park 

•  Otway Fly, Phillip Island Nature Park, Puffing Bill, Old Melbourne Gaol 

To order a digital membership, or pay for your book online (pick up from school office), follow 
this link: 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473 

For a look through the Book/Membership to see what’s on offer: 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook/melbourne 

Term 3 Chess Club  
Years 3 - 6 only 

Spots still available 

Complete the Chess registration form  

and return to the office.   

mailto:Westgarthpandf@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook/melbourne
https://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/chess_kids_t3_2019_gr_3__6.pdf
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY 
Hi, I work with a small primary school called  
Mungkarta Homeland school which is part of a  
remote Aboriginal community near Tennant Creek. 
They would love any Match box cars, good quality 
Dolls and Dolls clothes, footy boots and clothes.  
If any families from Westgarth would like to donate 
any spare toys or clothes (in good condition) the  
community would be enormously grateful.  
I will leave a labelled box near the office. 
Thanks so much. Kate Denborough 0418 137 870 
(parent of a Grade 3) 

Maths Anxiety and how to address it 

Date: Thursday 27th June 2019 Time: 6:15 PM - 8:30 PM 

Location: Melbourne   

Venue: Donkey Wheel House, 673 Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000 

Presenter: Nathalie Parry M.edSPELD Vic  

Member: $25.00 Non-member: $40.00  

Registration and Tickets:  

https://speld.secure.force.com/apex/EventDetails?Id=a170I00000gGnItQAK 

or www.speldvic.org.au/events/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspeldvictoria.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-phrthtd-jjjlaihkl-y%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwheeler.jo-ann.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb1fcc562a184747a7c108d6f3c44748%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspeldvictoria.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-phrthtd-jjjlaihkl-j%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwheeler.jo-ann.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ccb1fcc562a184747a7c108d6f3c44748%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6

