
Term 2, 2019  
Week 1 and 2 (23rd April-3rd May)  
Year 5-6  
Reading and viewing – High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs)  
At Westgarth, we teach reading and viewing by drawing from explicit teaching strategies developed by 
Dr John Munro called the High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs). As mentioned in 
previous homework. Paraphrasing/visualising is one of these. 
 
PARAPHRASING/VISUALISING-why is it important?  
Paraphrasing is a key strategy used by effective readers. As they read a text, readers say the ideas “in 
their own words”. They also build an image of what a sentence is saying in a particular context.  
Paraphrasing helps readers to:  Understand the text, link new ideas with what they know, understand 
and “unpack” grammatically or conceptually complex sentences and retain the ideas in short-term 
memory 
 
How you can help at home with paraphrasing 
Paraphrase paragraphs from books, the newspaper, the internet 

 After reading a paragraph, ask your child: “What is the main idea in this paragraph? Say in a 
few words what the paragraph is about” (focus on using synonyms and their natural vocabulary) 

 Share a paragraph of three to four sentences among your family. Each family member 
paraphrases one sentence. Combine the four paraphrases into a new paragraph. 

Paraphrase spoken sentences  

 Have your child listen to one, two and then more sentences and have them practise saying each 
sentence another way by changing as many words as possible while keeping the meaning the 
same. 
 

5 Tricky words to spell and some tips to remember how 
Of course, not everyone spells these words wrong – but lots of people do! Let’s take a look at a few 
words that are always putting our spelling to the test (words in brackets are the common misspellings of 
these words). See if you can find other words that stump you and learn them too. 
1. weird (wierd) 
Breaking everyone’s favourite spelling rule – ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’ 
2. accommodate (acommodate, accomodate) 
Tan easy way to remember the two double letter pairings is to remember that this word 
‘accommodates’ a lot of letters. 
3. conscience (conscence, conscious) 
The first step is to avoid confusing conscience – a person’s moral sense of right and wrong (noun) – 
and conscious – aware and responding to one’s surroundings (adjective). Once you clear that hurdle, 
you need to make sure that ‘science’ makes an appearance in your spelling. 
4. rhythm (rythm, rhythym, etc.) 
This notorious word boasts only a single vowel – and ‘y’, at that! – plus a couple of ‘h’s running amok.  
5. embarrass (embarass, embaress) 
This word unequivocally demonstrates that language has a sense of humour. Why else make the 
word embarrass embarrassingly difficult to spell? Remember two of each letter after the ‘emb’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/weird
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/accommodate
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/conscience
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/rhythm
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/embarrass


 
Mathematics – Building number fact knowledge 
By Year 5 and 6 it is really important that students know their addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division basic facts. These are the foundation for all mathematical computations and confidence with 
these makes life so much easier for all.  
 
Some Key Points when practicing these at home 

• Find efficient ways to apply known facts to derived facts which helps students who forget certain 
facts 

• Being able to quickly recall facts indicates nothing about the true understanding of mathematics 
involved 

• Focus on fluency rather than rote memorisation 
 
Some websites you can try at home 
Alien Addition https://www.arcademics.com/games/alien This can be set to different ranges (1-12) and 
speeds (for those you need more or less of a challenge).  
 
Addition and Subtraction multi-level 
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=addition+and+subtr
action&SearchScope=All This site is a bit of a gem and goes way beyond basic maths facts. Choose from 
basic facts practice through to skills such as estimation, solving worded problems, rounding. 
Your child could also earn a new world record and record their name and the schools name.  
 
Puzzle pics multiplication https://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics_multiplication.html You can 
choose one or more factors you wish to practise and the picture aspect supports learners. 
 
 

https://www.arcademics.com/games/alien
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=addition+and+subtraction&SearchScope=All
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=addition+and+subtraction&SearchScope=All
https://www.mathplayground.com/puzzle_pics_multiplication.html

