
ABC ME Learning activity  

 

Bringing Books to Life – Nellie the 

Monster Sitter 

ABC ME screening details: Friday 29 May 2020 at 11:10 am 

This episode can also be viewed on ABC iView. 

Key learning areas: English 

Level: Levels 4 – 6  

About: Actress & comedian Sarah Hadland reads extracts from 'Nelly the Monster Sitter' 

by Kes Gray. She explains why she loves the book, how it captured her imagination, and 

why she loves to read. 

Before the episode 

1. Look up the word ‘monster’ in dictionary. You will find that it has more than one 

meaning. Write sentences using the word in two different ways. Brainstorm and list 

words that use monster as a base word (for example, monstrous)? Think about how 

to use each word in a sentence. Is in a noun or an adjective? 

 

During the episode 

2. Listen carefully for descriptive language in the reading from Nellie the Monster Sitter. 

List words and phrases the author used to describe Nellie and the monsters. 

Nellie Monsters 

  

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/bringing-books-to-life
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After the episode 

3. Draw a picture of a monster that needs baby-sitting and write instructions about how 

to care for your monster. 

 

4. Write a paragraph describing your monster. Use alliteration and include a simile in 

your description. Use the examples below from Nellie the Monster Sitter to help you. 

Alliteration: words beginning with the same sound. For example: 

“…the slobbering, slabbering frenzy of snarls.”  

Simile: two unlike things are compared as being like or as each other. For example: 

“…their stiff black whiskers bristled like burnt sparklers.” 

 

Follow-up activity: Create an advertisement to promote a monster babysitting service. 

Include the qualities that a monster babysitter might need in your advertisement. 
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Teacher notes 

This resource contains self-directed learning activities that students can complete while 

learning at home or in the classroom. The activities align with the Victorian Curriculum F-

10 and can be modified to meet the needs of your students. Teachers could collect 

student work for feedback and assessment. 

Learning intentions 

 To use imagination and descriptive language when writing. 

Victorian Curriculum content descriptions 

 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

Writing Understand that the 
meaning of sentences can 
be enriched through the 
use of noun 
groups/phrases and verb 
groups/phrases and 
prepositional phrases 
(VCELA292) 

Create literary texts by 
developing storylines, 
characters and settings 
(VCELT297) 

Understand how noun 
groups/phrases and 
adjective groups/phrases 
can be expanded in a 
variety of ways to provide a 
fuller description of the 
person, place, thing or idea 
(VCELA324) 

Create literary texts that 
experiment with structures, 
ideas and stylistic features 
of selected authors 
(VCELT327) 

Investigate how complex 
sentences can be used in 
a variety of ways to 
elaborate, extend and 
explain ideas (VCELA350) 

Experiment with text 
structures and language 
features and their effects in 
creating literary texts 
(VCELT355) 

Victorian Curriculum achievement standards 

 
Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

Writing Students use language 
features to create 
coherence and add detail 
to their texts. 

Students use language 
features to show how ideas 
can be extended. 

Students understand how 
language features and 
language patterns can be 
used for emphasis. 
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