
 
 

 

 

Principal News – August 2022 
 
 

Professional Practice Day – Pupil free 

For Semester 2, 2022, the Department of Education and Training has provided schools with the option to 
hold each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This is to enable the 
most effective and efficient use of this day. 
As a result, we have scheduled our professional practice day for Monday 31 October. This is the Monday 
before Melbourne Cup public holiday. Students will therefore not be required to attend school on this day. 
For families requiring care for their child that day, we will be offering a Curriculum Day Care program through 
our OSHC service. 
 

Little Learners Love Literacy Dress-up Day 

The wildlife came out of the Westgarth woods a few Fridays ago, when Milo the Monkey and his friends 

came to celebrate the Prep students learning 26 of the sing le sounds of the alphabet. Thank you to Vicki, 

Tarni, Amy and Kenji for your wonderful work with our youngest students, and to the families who 

supported the event by helping their children to find a costume.  

 
 

Working Bee – ‘Christmas in July’ Thanks 

Thanks to the hard working parents, students and staff who braved a cold Sunday to help the school with a 

working bee in the kitchen garden. In particular, I would like to thank Kellie Burns and Yuki Cameron for  

organising the working bee and Mark Dinning and Betty Vassiliou for the celebratory pizza snack at the 

conclusion of the work. The garden is looking amazing and is ready for its spring growth period. 



 

Jess Williams 

It is with mixed feelings that we announce that our Business Manager, Jess Williams, 

has been appointed as foundation Business Manager for the new school being built in 

Wollert. Jess has worked at Westgarth for five years and as Business Manager for 

nearly three. While we are very excited for Jess to take on this new role, much closer 

to her home, we will really miss her. We thank her for the wonderful additions she 

has made to the running of the office and finances and contributions she has made to 

the school in general. Jess will finish here on Friday 2nd September so make sure you 

say ‘good bye’ before she leaves.   

Children’s Book Week 22nd – 26th August 

Alongside our Library Captain’s involvement in the shadow judging of Children’s Book 
Council of Australia’s Book Awards, we will be celebrating this year’s Children’s Book 
week with author visits, a parade and cross school activities. The events will be spread 
out over a few weeks. In Book week itself, we have the whole school activity day on 
Thursday 25th and the dress up parade on Friday 26th. Stacey will send out details of the 
author visits closer to the dates.  
 

Not ‘Safe, Fair and Friendly play’ 

We are experiencing some less than desirable behaviours on the Clarke St soccer and football pitches at the 
moment. Students are not demonstrating the Safe, Fair and Friendly school ethos and these conflicts then 
spill over into the classroom space. At school we are supporting the students to make appropriate choices 
when playing and to live the school values of Respect and Working Together. We would appreciate if you 
could speak with your child/ren about appropriate ways to play, language used and about winning and losing 
and being a good sport in group games. We all need to work together to establish these positive behaviours. 
 

Visit from Victoria Police 

We are pleased to announce that there is a new Senior Constable from the Darebin Police who is coming to 
talk to our year 5 and 6 students on 24th August. Their presentation will focus on bullying, referencing 
Brodie’s Law with our year five students and about staying safe online with our year six students. We have 
had the police support our student wellbeing program in the past so are thrilled to have a new officer 
working with the school this year.  
 

Child Safe Standards 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, the new Child Safe Standards are now in place and after a recent 
security assessment from DET security it was determined that we need to remove access to the school 
grounds from private properties. We have notified the neighbours of this change and we will have the gates 
leading into the school grounds secured shortly, to help us be compliant. The school gates onto the street 
will remain open after hours for neighbourhood use.  
 

School Council Report – July meeting   – Jacob Spencer (School Council President) 

The last School Council meeting was held onsite at 7pm on Wednesday 27 July. 
Principal’s Report – Topics discussed: Staffing – Business Manager position advertised; Capital Works 
project – Architect selection underway, Masterplan will commence shortly; Covid Update – DET encourage 
mask wearing again, few staff and small groups of students at a time absent with Covid; Inclusive playground 
– no start date given yet; Enrolments – prep numbers are on par with this time last year, however lower pre-
covid numbers. 
Finance – The Finance Committee meet monthly to discuss the previous month’s financials. Detailed 
financial reports are provided to committee members for review and discussion. The committee is happy to 
report that our positive cash flow allows us to meet our financial budget commitments for both revenue and 
expenditure. In addition, we are very thankful for the Westgarth Idol donation of $14,600. These donated 
funds will be carried over into our 2023 budget and used to support the works across the school. 



Environment – Representatives from the School Council and the Environment Sub-Committee attended a 
meeting with the developer of the meatworks, the Darebin Council and other local residents to discuss the 
proposed development of the site abutting the Brooke St site. A meeting with the school and the developer 
has been arranged to develop our relationship to ensure the schools interests and safety concerns are 
considered throughout all phases of the development. The school, working with the DET Regional Facilities 
Manager and Project Manager from the Victorian Schools Building Authority are in the selection process for 
the architect for the Capital Works Project. A Working Bee (and Christmas in July post working bee 
celebration) is organised for Sunday 31st July (1 – 4pm). 
OSHC – As many in the school community will be aware, Westgarth Primary’s Outside School Hours Care 
(OSHC) program is operated by the School Council in collaboration with the school Principal and leadership 
team. A sub-committee was established by School Council to assist with the governance of OSHC. Interested 
parents are welcome to contact the school office if they would like to attend sub-committee meetings and/or 
join the sub-committee. OSHC sub-committee meeting dates and times are recorded in the school 
newsletter diary dates. At our most recent meeting we discussed a range of issues including:  
• The Curriculum Day program on 11 July which delighted students! The theme of the day was “Dance Party” 
and the students threw themselves into the hip hop dance sessions, costumes and face painting that were 
on offer. Reliable sources tell us that families were entertained with energetic routines in living rooms across 
the community that night! • The number of students using OSHC services remain relatively consistent, with 
the capacity available across all sessions.  
• Like all areas of the community, our OSHC services have been impacted by COVID. To mitigate this risk, our 
OSHC coordinator, Ben Mason, has recruited additional staff to try to ensure that OSHC programs can 
continue to operate at capacity and in the most fulfilling way for students. On behalf of the school 
community, the sub-committee extends a warm welcome to these new team members! Please contact Ben 
or any member of the sub-committee if there are any queries about OSHC. 
Education - In Education Sub-Committee we discussed the Australian Maths Competition, the Berry Street 
Educational Model and how it fits with other wellbeing programs at Westgarth, updates to Child Safe 
Standards, Seesaw use in classrooms and briefly shared some of our thoughts on the future direction of ICT 
at our school. 
 

Next meeting dates: 
OSHC     Wednesday 17 August @ 11am WebEx 
Finance     Tuesday 23 August @ 10.00am WebEx 
Education    Tuesday 23 August @ 7pm Resource Room/WebEx 
Environment    Thursday 25 August @ 8.00am Jo’s Office 
School Council    Wednesday 31 August @ 7.00pm Resource Room 
  

If you would like to join a sub-committee, please contact the office so we can pass on your details to the 
convenors of the sub-committees so you can receive the correspondence and meeting invites. 
 
 
 
Jo Wheeler,  

Principal 


