
 
 

 

 

Principal News – May 2022 
 

I hope you all enjoyed a beautiful Easter break. The weather for the most part was conducive to lots of outdoor 
adventures and catching up with friends and family. We are very hopeful that the term ahead is smooth. 

BREAKING NEWS - Budget 2022 

Seven years ago, parent Mark Dinning instigated the development of a Master Plan should funds ever 

become available. This led to school council established the Redevelopment Working Party which had the 

aim of securing state government funding to improve the building facilities in the school. The group worked 

hard in the lead up to the 2018 election and then again with the bi-elections in Northcote. It regrouped in 

2020 and started working closely with the Member for Northcote, Kat Theophanous, in developing a 

submission for a school upgrade. I have just heard from Kat Theophanous that the hard work from the 

redevelopment party, Kat and her team, our parent body, staff and students, that we are receiving a 

$12.97 million upgrade to our school in the 2022 budget. This is a funded program in this budget, 

not just a promise. This will include a new, full-sized gym, development of a Masterplan and a double storey 

general purpose classroom building catering for 8 classes. This is an amazing result, and I cannot express 

how wonderful this will be for our students and community. Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 

campaign, wrote letters, signed the petition, displayed placards, delivered pamphlets and attended 

meetings. Thanks to the parents 

who contributed to the 

redevelopment working party 

and worked hard to secure these 

funds.  Some of these families 

have now left the school and 

while their children will not be 

beneficiaries of their 

contribution, they leave a lasting 

legacy for our current and future 

students. There are two people I 

would like the specifically thank 

for driving this work in leading 

the working party over the past 

2 years, Melanie Wheeler and Matthew Bridges. They worked tirelessly with Kat and the parent members of 

the redevelopment committee to secure these funds. Congratulations to the team of parents and staff who 

have contributed to the work of the working party over this time: Melanie Wheeler, Matthew Bridges, Allison 

Cox, Gary Selwyn, Mark Dinning, Andrew Wear, Ken McAlpine, Jacob Spencer, Sophie N, Soo Kheng, Lizzy 

Kingston, Tim Holdsworth, Dan J, Adrienne Biscontin, Batya Atlas, Jonathan Baird, Jessica Baird, Kellie Burns, 

Sarah Macklin, Nikki Anderson, Carolyn Shiels, Glenn Richards, David Symons, Donald Eddington and Virginia 

Anderson. We hope we can all come to the grand opening once the works are complete. I am sure there are 

other people who have contributed to this work, so apologies if your name has been inadvertently left off this 

‘thank you’ list.  

COVID update 

We head into winter well prepared. With the Covid restrictions lifted and mask wearing no longer 
compulsory, we would like to stress the importance of continuing the twice weekly Rapid Antigen Test 



regime, keeping sick children home and if a student has a snuffle ensuring they wear a mask indoors at 
school.  Maintaining everyone’s health and wellbeing is our main goal and we will all need to work together 
to this end. As you will know from previous newsletters, staffing and employing casual staff is almost an 
impossible feat at the moment, so we need to limit the chance of our staff becoming unwell. Please help us 
to keep our staff here, by keeping unwell students at home until they are no longer contagious.  
Current advice: 

• Face masks 
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in any school setting. This means students in grades 3 
to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff 
member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, including those who are medically at-risk.  

• Screening requirements 
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation 
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release 
from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks. 

• Household contacts 
Students and staff who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine. 
They can return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day 
period and must wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8 and above unless they have a valid exemption. 
If they return a positive RAT result during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not attend school. 

• Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools 
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show evidence of 
two doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

• RAT screening program extension 
The supply of RATs will continue for the first 4 weeks of this term. We are sending tests home again this 
week and in 2 weeks time.  These tests are for school students only. Family members requiring RATs need 
to purchase their own from a store. The screening recommendations remain the same for mainstream 
schools – recommended to test at home twice a week. 

• Air purifiers  
The Department of Education have provided 22 more air purifiers for the school which means all teaching 
spaces and offices now have an air purifier for the winter. It is wonderful that DET have provided these as 
we had tried to purchase some ourselves, but they were impossible to source.  
 

Staff changes  

We welcome back two staff who are returning to Westgarth this 
term. Stacey Pryor is returning from leave to take over the library 
specialist role for term 2. Stacey has previously taught in the prep 
and year 1 levels for several years so knows many of the students 
across the school. 
We are also very excited to welcome back Betty Vassiliou, into our 
kitchen specialist role. Betty was the foundation kitchen specialist 
for the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program when it was 
established here in 2007. She worked here until 2014. Betty has 
many years’ experience working in schools at the Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation and in the catering sector. She is a welcome addition to our team.   

Working Bee in Kitchen Garden 

The WPS Environment Committee, along with our wonderful kitchen garden staff, would love to see a large 
number of parent, carers and kids come along to help refresh the Kitchen Garden and Clarke St site garden 
environs followed by a beautiful afternoon tea on Sunday May 22 from 1 – 3pm.  BYO hat, coat, sturdy boots 
and if you would like to bring your own tools, you can, but you are also welcome to borrow gloves etc from 
the KG shed.  
 
 



Camp Quality Puppet Show & fundraiser 

Students from prep – year 6 attended the Camp Quality puppet show Tuesday which teaches in an age-
appropriate way to support and build understanding and remove the stigma and fear associated with cancer.  
In support of CanTeen, which is a national organisation for the support of young people living with cancer, 
Junior School Council organised a gold coin donation funky sock day activity and three-legged races. It was a 
fun event.  If you would like to make a larger donation to CanTeen than your child’s gold coin, you are 
welcome to drop cash into the office and we can issue you with a receipt.  
    
State under 10 freestyle team 

Congratulations to our year 4 students who represented Westgarth PS at the state swimming 

championships. It takes incredible talent to get to the state competition and we are incredibly proud of 

these students and their effort. They came 6th on the day.  

 

Westgarth Idol – Saturday May 28 6.30 – 11.30pm 

It is exciting that we can run Westgarth Idol again this year.  
Westgarth Idol is a fun night for parents to entertain and be 
entertained. Idol has been running for many years now but Covid 
put a stop to it over the past two years, so we pleased to have it 
back on our calendar. For those new to the school since the 2019 
Idol, the way it works is a house band (parents and staff) play 
songs selected by groups of parents (and sometimes staff) and 
these groups sing and dance on stage at the Thornbury Theatre. 
The audience vote for their favourite acts, with the token that 
come with their tickets, and you can buy extras to spice up the 
voting. All profits are donated to the school.  Tickets go on sale 
today so have a look at Compass and order the without delay, as they usually sell out quickly.   
 
Jo Wheeler,   Principal 


