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Year 5-6 
 
Reading and viewing – High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs) 
 
At Westgarth, we teach reading and viewing by drawing from explicit teaching strategies developed by Dr John 
Munro called the High Reliability Literacy Teaching Procedures (HRLTPs). These are research driven and designed 
to assist students in making meaning from texts. The HRLTPs are:  

 

 Getting knowledge ready 

 Vocabulary 

 Reading Aloud 

 Questioning 

 Paraphrasing 

 Summarising 

 Reviewing 
 

Summarising is a key aspect of reading. It helps readers abstract the main ideas of a text. This is the 
knowledge that they add to what they already know. 
 

To make an effective summary, students need to: 
 
select main ideas;  
categorise ideas; 
delete unnecessary details; and  
generalise. 
 
A useful summary: (a) contains the key idea and key terms; (b) is much shorter than the original text; (c) 
has no examples or repetition; and (d) is organised in a “logical” order.  
 
Some possible activities for ‘summarising’ include: 
 

Highlighting the topic sentence of a paragraph 
Writing a “heading” for a paragraph 
Paraphrase the topic sentence in your own words 
Underlining or listing the key words 
Linking the key words into meaningful sentences 
Saying in one sentence what a paragraph is about or what they know after having read it Asking the 
main question a paragraph answers 
Matching supporting details to their topic sentences 

 
 
Vocabulary – Collective Nouns 

 
As you may know, some groups of the same species – or type – of animals have particularly interesting 
names to describe them. For example, a group of lions is called a pride, and a group of owls is called a 
parliament. Why do you think this might be? 
 
Each name is for a group or a collection and it is describing a group of things, or nouns; so these names 
are known as collective nouns. Research all of the collective nouns you can find, and create a table which 
lists both the collective noun and the noun it is describing. 



 
CHALLENGE 
 
Try to use some of your newly found collective nouns figuratively in sentences; ie. to describe a noun other 
than the species with which the collective noun is usually associated. 
 
For example: the students laughed at their teacher like a cackle of hyenas; OR The parents watched over 
the children in the park like a tower of giraffes. 
 
 
SUPER CHALLENGE 
 
Some species of animals have more than one collective noun; for example, flock, brace and raft all 
describe one type of animal. Which animal does it describe, and why does this animal have more than one 
collective noun? 
 
Can you find any other examples of animals with more than one collective noun to describe it? List all of 
the examples you can find. 
 
CREATIVE SUPER CHALLENGE 
 
Come up with some of your own collective nouns for different types of animals / plants / etc., explaining 
why you’ve chosen that particular name for that particular group. 
 
Mathematics – Uno your multiplication facts 
 
Select a pile of Uno cards containing all numbers from 0 – 9 (you can have multiple of each of these cards, but no 
“specials”!!!). 
 
Ask your child to select which multiplication fact family they will focus on (for example, 4x or 9x) and then flip each 
card over in turn, asking your child to solve the related multiplication fact each time; ie. if you flip the 7 card, and your 
child is focusing on the 4x multiplication fact family, they should answer ’28’. 
 
EXTENSION 
 
Record each (correct) answer your child provides and then use these responses to test your child’s related division 
facts. For example, using the example above, if your child is focusing on 4x fact family, and you say ‘28’ your child 
should respond ’28 divided by 4 = 7’. 
 
CHALLENGE 
 
Factors are two whole numbers which multiply together to form a product. For example, the factors of 6 are {1, 2, 3, 
6}. I think we’ve covered this concept during previous homework activities!!! 
 
List all of the factors for all of the numbers from 1 - 25. Some of these numbers have an odd number of factors, 
which seems strange since factors are usually in pairs. Why might some numbers have an odd number of factors?  
 
Can you predict which subsequent numbers might have an odd number of factors?  
 
What pattern do you observe about the difference between each consecutive number with an odd number of factors? 
(What a mouthful!!!) 


