
 
 

 

 

Principal News – September 2021 
 
 

Remote and Flexible Learning models 

The Westgarth PS model for home learning has developed since the beginning of its initial inception in April 
2020.  Our aim has always been to tailor the learning, as much as possible, to the learning needs of our 
students. We have been doing this by setting learning tasks at different levels to accommodate the students 
point on the learning continuum. With this approach, teachers make instructional videos to explain the 
content and tasks set for the students. Students are assigned the one task that is suited to their learning. 
However, in most subjects what sits behind that is 2 – 4 sets of tasks and videos prepared by the teachers at 
different stages of learning progression. Tailoring a program to student learning needs, takes a great deal of 
preparation.   
We are aware that some students are becoming less engaged with our learning program due in part to the 
repetitive nature of the online platform. This combined with not having the normal social contact with their 
peers is starting to impact morale and enthusiasm for learning.  Over the past two weeks the staff have been 
discussing what changes we could make to stimulate engagement.  We have come up with a plan we would 
like to trial at the start of term four if the lockdown is continued.  We are still finalising the details so we will 
share them with students and their families late in the second week of the holidays. At this stage, day 1 of 
term four will be the same as our current program with the aim of teaching students what they will need to 
know to navigate the new approach which will start on the second day of term 4.  
Our new approach will include more face-to-face time with their teachers and classmates. We have heard 
that this is what some families are seeking. We understand that many of you have routines in place and 
these changes may be less favourable. It is an impossible task to meet the needs and desires of everyone, so 
we apologise in advance to those families who have found our current program meets their family’s needs 
and we hope that the trial of our new approach will be positive.  
The changes will mean that we would lose some of the features of our current program because our teachers 
wouldn’t be able to maintain both models. This includes reduced flexibility to complete schooling when it 
works best for the family, instructional videos will only be provided for specialist lessons, and it will require 
students to be logged online at non-negotiable set times.  These times will be the same for all students 
therefore each child will need their access to a device at the same time. Please contact the school if you 
require an additional device to support these changes westgarth.ps@education.vic.gov.au . We do not have 
many loanable devices available so please only request one if it is essential.  
I would like to thank you all for your support of remote and flexible learning this term.  I know how hard it 
is for everyone and how much pressure families are under trying to juggle work/schooling/home and the 
frustration felt due to the restrictions. I hope you all get some time off to relax and recover over the spring 
break, from what has been another torrid winter. 
 

Wellbeing resources for Parents and Carers 

Remote and flexible learning can be challenging for both students and parents. A number of resources have 
been developed for parents and carers to help them support their child’s mental health and wellbeing. Topics 
include: 

• Looking after your child’s wellbeing including fun and easy activities and conversation starters that 
help parents to develop cultivate positive coping, problem solving, stress management and help 
seeking skills in their child 

• Looking after your child’s mental health including information on when and where to get support 
• Keeping your child active and healthy eating 
• Being safe online. 
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These resources can be accessed here: Managing screen time, health and wellbeing   

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/mental-health-support  

 
 

Staff changes 

It is never a good time to say goodbye to staff but at the end of this messy term we are sad to be saying 
farewell remotely to three of our valued staff members. Brenda O’Leary will commence family leave at the 
start of term 4. We wish her all the best for the safe arrival of her baby.  Aimee Murphy is taking professional 
leave from Westgarth PS for the rest of this year and next, to try her hand in a different type of teaching 
role. We wish her all the best with this opportunity.  Integration Aide, Vanessa Gerner, starts a kindergarten 
teacher position at Annie Dennis in term 4, so we wish her the very best with her new role. I would like to 
acknowledge their commitment and contribution to Westgarth for the many years they have worked here 
and wish them all the best for their new adventures. 
 

Musical in limbo 

Our plans to move the musical date to ensure we could still run it at Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre 
have been thwarted again by lockdown. Depending on whether we are back onsite and able to rehearse will 
determine if we can proceed. Our plan at this stage is to film the students performing at school, edit it into 
a movie and have a screening of the two casts.  We are still hopeful that we can proceed but only time will 
tell.  
 

Penguins of Northcote 

The year 4 teachers provide some joy for our year 4 students in light of the 

cancellation of the school camp to Phillip Island. They planned some great 

activities to do which included a penguin parade around the streets of 

Northcote.  Aimee wrote the first names of all the year four students on 

the tu  mmies of laminated penguin cut outs and then she and two families 

helped her to stick them up around Northcote for the students to find.  This 

caught the eye of a reporter from the ABC and Aimee, the kids and a parent 

were interviewed by the ABC news at All Nations Park on Friday morning, 

and aired the same night on the news.  Former parent, and ABC Breakfast 

radio host, Sammy J, also caught wind of it and awarded Aimee the Melby 

Award for the week.  This award is given to people (on a local level, not 

celebrities or larger scale) who do something good for others.  It is an 

acknowledgement of a spirit of kindness and caring for other.  

Congratulations to Aimee and the year four team for turning a 

disappointing situation into something special for the students.  

      

 
Please see the attached ‘September Special Edition’ for some great student home learning work samples.  
 
Jo Wheeler, Principal  
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