
Term 4, 2018 

Weeks 3 and 4 (23 October – 5 November) 

 

Year 5 – 6 
 

Reading and viewing: Counting your vote  
Watch the Counting your vote animation with your child. 
https://education.aec.gov.au/democracy-rules/interactives/counting-your-vote 
 

Support your child (as needed) to explore three different methods for electing a class 
representative as outlined on pages 2 and 3 of this fortnight’s optional homework task.  
Ask your child to: 

 Compare the different results of the elections in Class A (first past the post) and Class C 
(preferential voting). 

 Decide which class (A, B or C) is represented more fairly. Why? 

 Consider how the voting system used can affect the outcome of an election. 

 Determine advantages and disadvantages of each voting system used in the case studies. 
Is one voting system fairer than the others? 

 
Analysing poetry  
Provide your child with a copy of Dorothea Mackellar’s ‘My Country’ (1905), which was 
originally called ‘Core of My Heart’. 
https://www.dorotheamackellar.com.au/archive/mycountry.htm  

 What literacy devices does the poet use to convey how she sees ‘her’ country? List these 
down and find examples of each.  

 Mackellar’s language alludes to the natural landscape of Australia, in particular, the rural 
outback. How do these descriptions compare to the more metropolitan areas of the 
country? Write down a list of adjectives that you would associate with the city.   

 How does the poem appeal to the senses – sight, touch, smell, sound, feel? 

 What key ideas or images are repeated throughout the poem? 

 Describe the effect of the imagery and how it strengthens the theme of the poem. 

 Choose a description from this poem and provide a visual interpretation of it through a 
sketch or painting. 

 
Spelling/vocabulary 
Discuss with your child how prefixes and suffixes can be used to change a base word. 
Encourage your child to find words that end in a particular prefix or begin with a particular 
suffix when reading. For example:  

 pity: pitiless, pities, pitied, pitying, unpitied 

Ask your child to use each word correctly in a sentence. 

 
Mathematics / Problem solving 

 Playing connect three: https://nrich.maths.org/5864  

 Factors and multiples: https://nrich.maths.org/5468  

 American billions: https://nrich.maths.org/796 
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